
i 'lfttcaadooal Commit ue of the Red Cross 

. _ . F.wip^iwc.tbe.nwtm^rf detainees under 

_ . m taad snif the. Is^HKxaspied KmioftCi. A spokes- 

JWQiWttSwd. Is ra el fnled4o rospoi^.»>TccoraiTtendatkm tor improve- 
CMtcfc totycararctf coracqilffl tly was giwa an updated ICRC report 
p; *teaBiwi;.wxa foraf t^retxwaBfcada&ns, on Tacsday. Virtually 

Palestinians., said the ICRC 
: - spokeswomae, Karen Saddler. In » jaaiemem, die ail Swiss bumsnit&rian 
.Ud^ed Esrad jp.pay special ' aatrniJ 013 j© th = . (tetalnees* treatment 
' the- aothorities to implement Uw measures soggesled earlier. 

- J*jftWaiid‘lhe recommendationfi were not published. The 

JCJ?C twnnafiy rcfniins from public criticism but has repeatedly singled 
: . JWtWBKsi Kir practices deemed to violate imenutwed humanitarian law. 
fc^JCRC delegates r^darfy yisrt detainees kt “investigation sections” in 
1 : ™el and' the occtipted lc^tories under iu mission set out in the 19*9 
<3 «qcvb convention*. 
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Bush contacts King on peace efforts 

AMMAN tJ.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday 
received a telephone call from U.S. President George Bush. "The 
call dealt with the latest positive developments related to peace 
efforts aimed at resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict and the 
Palestinian problem,” the Jordan News Agency, Petra, said. Mr. 
Bush’s call to the King came ahead of a visit to the Middle East by 
Secretary of State James Baker after Syria responded positively to 
the president’s proposals for Arab- Israeli peace talks. Mr. Baker 
is expected in Amman Friday or Saturday. The secretary is due in 
Syria Thursday and in Israel Sunday. The trip will also take him to 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 
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LONDON (Agencies) — TJ.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
said Tuesday he -npw sees the 
possibility of "direct, bilateral 
negotiations” to resolve the Mid- 
dle East conflict. 

- Mr. Baker, speaking at a news 
conference as he prepares for 
another round of Middle East 
diplomacy, said differences re- 
main over the setting up of long- 
sought Middle East peace talks. 
- "There are plenty of hurdles. 
We're notthere by a long shot,” 
Mr. Baker said. 

Mr. Baker said Syria bad 
accepted the idea that a United 
Nations observer at an Arab- 
Israeli peace conference would 
have .no speaking rights. 

Asked whether Syria-had; given 
op its danand for . a U.N. pre- 
sence ay z peace conference, Mr. 
Baker s jd: 

“They would stiH like to have a 
silent United Nations presence.” 

Mr. Baker, attending the 
Group of Seven summit in Lon- 
don with President George Bosh, 
travels Thursday to Syria, first 
stop on his fifth Middle East 
peace rassibn since the end of the 
Gulf war. We also plans to visit 
Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and 
Israel. 

Syria had pr ev i ou sly insisted on 
having a “significant rote;” for 
the U.N., "while Israel ‘ has' re- 
jected any from of .UJfc presence 
because it views the world -body 
as biased against it. . . 

Mr- Baker’s .statement pro- 
vided the first confirmation that 
Syria, in a tetterfrom -President 
Hafez A I Assad lb Mr. Boris last 
weekend, had a c c ept ed die U.S. 
proposal on a silent UJN. role. 

Previous statements from Mr. 
Bush and Mr. Baker- praised Mr. 
Assad’s reply in general terms 
without going into detail. 

Mr. Baker said Mr. Assad's 
letter had created a “real possibil- 
ity of bringing about direct bi- 
lateral . negotiations -between 
Israel and Syria.” 

He repeated that the letter 
contained some Sytain sugges- 
- lions but they- did not appear, to 
be conditions. But be cautioned 
that there were still many prob- 
lems ahead. 

An Israeli official said Israel 
could drop its opposition to a 
token U.Ni role in Middle East 
peace talks if that was the only 
obstacle to- direct negotiations 
with Syria. 

“Maybe we could see also 
something Eke an evolution in the 
Israeli offidaT position on 'das 
very subject during the short visit 
by Mr. Baker ” doc Israeli official 

said. 

Only the previous day Mr. Sha- 
mir's office issued a statement 
rejecting even a token U.N; pre- 
sence or a reconvening of the 
U:S.-Sovtet-sppnsored Middle 
East- peace conference. 

In an indication of the obsta- 
cles, facing any Israeli -Syrian 
talks, Ambassador to Washing- 
ton Zalman Shoval told Israel 
Radio that the government ruled 
out the return of the occupied 
Golan Heights sought by Damas- 
cus. . 

“The -Golan Heights is some- 
thing which according to Israel’s 
views not negotiable,” be said. 

Syria still wants a silent United 
Nations observer at the talks. 

Mr. Baker said be intends to 
discuss Mr. Assad’s views “in 
great depth 'and in great detail 
with the leadership of Israel” 
when be visits in the next several 


President Bush said Monday 
that .Syria’s acceptance of peace 
negotiations is a “breakthrough’’ 
thaf wifl test Israel’s interest in 
peacenudong. 

Mr. Bush said: “We've learned 
that you want to go into all the 
detafr so you cant have some 
hang^ jBut dearly it is a oom- 
mg.-forward.by President Assad 
that we view as veiy, very posi- 
tive.” v- - 

He said it was too soon to say 
how lsrad would respond to 
Syriaijtotion. : - 

.“Cfee of- their _cqncen» -has 
hc^a-that Syria hasntbeen com- 
ing fotwardl Nqpw,.if...Aey are 
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Deputies consult each other before an/, daring breaks in Tuesday's session fo the Lower House of Parliament (photos by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


Prospects brighten for Masri government 

Majority of 13-seat Constitution Bloc Blocs, deputies voice their 
members expected to vote in favour views on government policy 


By Nenneea Murad 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government of 
Prime Minister Taher Masri 
Tuesday appeared to be headed 
for winning a vote of confidence 
from the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment as the first day of confi- 
dence session on the House floor 
drew to a dose with definite 
indications that most members of 
the . newly-formed Constitution 
Bloc had decided to endorse the 
government. 

THE Muslim Brotherhood move- 
ment, with 23 solid votes, reiter- 
ated its decision to withhold con- 
fidence from Mr. Masri 's govern- 
ment. The Constitution Bloc, 
which until late Monday held the 
key to the government's success 


or failure, is expected to tip the 
scales in favour of the govern- 
ment when the vote is taken late 
today or tomorrow 

In the first day of the confidence 
session. 16 speakers, including in- 
dependents and representatives of 
pariiamentaiy blocs, read out their 
responses to the governments’ poli- 
cy statement as hundreds of citizens 
filled the House galleries. 

Members of the Constitution 
Bloc, led by Irbid Deputy Thoo- 
qan Hindawi. were absent during 
the first hour of the House ses- 
sion. It was later confirmed that 
the bloc had met with His Majes- 
ty King Hussein at the Royal 
Court. 

A senior member of the bloc, 
who confirmed the meeting, de- 
ified that any pressure was exer- 


cised on the group and said the 
subject of confidence was not 
discussed during that meeting. 

The positive tilt in the bloc's 
attitude towards Mr. Masri and 
his government, the sources re- 
vealed, had already started on 
Monday evening when the bloc 
met with the premier and frankly 
exchanged views “over the make- 
up and policies of his govern- 
ment." 

Observers thought Monday the 
late of Mr. Masri 's government 
hung in the balance as the Con- 
stitution Bloc was still undecided 
over which way its voters would 
go in the confidence session. As 
the first few hours of Tuesday's 
session passed it became in- 
creasingly evident that a more 
concrete add favourable position 


was being formulated among the 
bloc’s members. 

Several meetings were held 
during the course of the day 
between members of the bloc led 
by Mr. Hindawi on the one hand 
and the premier on the other. 

In a speech delivered on its 
behalf by Irbid Deputy Abdul 
Raouf Rawabdeh, the bloc drew 
comparison between Mr. Masri ’s 
comments as deputy during the 
confidence session on Mr. Mudar 
Badran’s government tr Decem- 
ber 1969 and those contained in 
the government policy statement 
delivered by the premier last 
Thursday. 

The bloc, formed Sunday, 
emerged as the power-broker in 

(Costkaed on page 5) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Following are 
the main speeches delivered by 
deputies in the Lower House of 
Parliament Tuesday. 

While some of the deputies 
spoke on behalf of their respec- 
tive blocs, others presented their 
individual positions on the policy 
statement given to the House by 
Prime Minister Taher Masri on 
Thursday. 

The House session continues 
today and the vote of confidence 
in government is expected to be 
taken late today or tomorrow. 

Muslim Brotherhood 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
movement accused the govern- 
ment of giving in to U.S.-led 
Middle East peace efforts and 
seeking to crush Islamic princi- 


ples. 

The 24-member bloc, the 
largest group in the Lower 
House, urged deputies to topple 
the government. 

“We believe this government 
has come for two basic things.” 
said Deputy Ahmad Qtefch AJ 
Azaidefa. the bloc's spokesman. 

“These two things, he said, 
were: “To take steps towards the 
so-called peaceful solution and 
the settlement of the Palestinian 
problem in a way that contradicts 
our long-held views, and to work 
towards dwarfing the Islamic 
awakening in Jordan.” 

The Brotherhood had cooper- 
ated with the Badran government 
in a positive manner and granted 
it a vote of confidence without 
participating in that government. 


he said. Giving the vote of confi- 
dence to the Badran government 
and withholding it from the Masri 
government are both aspects of 
exercising democracy on the part 
of the Brotherhood. Mr. Azaideh 
said. 

Mr. Azaideh said that his 
group would not give the new 
government a vote of confidence 
because “of its policies on the 
national and foreign levels and 
because its members are not qual- 
ified to deal effectively with ur- 
gent matters on both fronts.” 

He accused the new govern- 
ment of adopting a “totally diffe- 
rent” policy from that of the 
previous government, especially 

(Continued on page 3) 


G-7 toughens anti- Iraq stand, 
endorses U.S. Mideast plan 

Summit calls on Israel to stop settlement 
and urges Arabs to end boycott of Israel 


LONDON (Agencies) — Lead- 
ers of the seven richest democra- 
cies Tuesday continued a united 
stand against Iraq and endorsed 
the U.S. peace initiative for the 
Middle East. 

The leaders of Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan and the 
United States, meeting in Lancas- 
ter House for a second day of 
talks, approved summit state- 
ments on political issues and arms 
control. 

The leaders urged Israel to 
freeze a Jewish settlement drive 
In the occupied territories and 
Arab states to suspend their eco- 
nomic boycott against Israel. 

A draft of Che Group of Seven 
(G-7) political communique, two 
days before U.S. Secretary of 
States James Baker launches a 
new -Middle East peace mission. 


said both sides in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict should take goodwill 
conftdence-buiMing measures. 

“In that connection we believe 
that the Arab boycott should be 
suspended, as should the Israeli 
policy of building settlements in 
the occupied territories,” the 
London summit communique 
said. 

The statement by the seven was 
clearly intended to strengthen 
Mr. Baker's hand in his forth- 
coming mission. 

But it was certain to be greeted 
with more nervousness by Israel, 
already bracing for heavy U.S. 
pressure to make concessions 
when Mr. Baker arrives there 
Sunday. 

His first stop will be Syria 
Thursday, followed by Egypt, 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia. Mr. 


Baker made four trips since the 
end of the Gulf war in February, 
the most recent in May. 

Mr. Baker decided to embark 
on a fifth mission after Syria 
unexpectedly agreed to U.S. 
compromise proposals on 
arrangements for an Arab-Israeli 
peace conference. 

President George Bush hailed 
as a “breakthrough" Syria’s re- 
sponse to his ideas on the role of 
the United Nations and the dura- 
tion of such a conference. 

Mr. Baker said Sunday the 
Syrian response had moved 
Damascus “further than they 
have been willing to move in any 
peace process effort that I’m 
aware of before.” 

But it left Israel’s hardline 

(Continued on poge 5) 


Gorbachev voices high hopes for 
assistance from Group of Seven 


LONDON (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev has told 
the leaders of the seven richest 
industrial democracies he is 
counting on them for help in 
arresting the financial disarray 
and economic decline gripping 
the Soviet Union. 

In a long tetter to the heads of 
die Group of Seven, who are 
bolding their annual summit, Mr. 
Gorbachev said the bleak Soviet 
economic outlook could threaten 
his plans for radical reform. 

“Tbe ensuing hardships likely 
to befall the population may 
prove too heavy a burden fraught 
with major sodal conflicts and 
pose a threat to democratic trans- 
formations,” said Mr. Gor- 
bachev, who will meet the G-7 
leaders Wednesday. 

He asked for help m reschedul- 
ing Moscow's $65 biUion foreign 
debt and said the Soviet Union 
would welcome Western exper- 
tise in a long list of areas, includ- 
ing energy output and converting 
arms factories to civilian use. 

Mr. .Gorbachev said that 
although he felt duty-bound to 
step up the pace of reform he 
could not afford to take unwar- 


ranted risks given the mood in his 
country and the fact that parts of 
the population were not prepared 
to embrace a market economy. 

“I am pinning high hopes on 
the upcoming meeting in Lon- 
don,” he said in the fetter, which 
was delivered to leaders of the 
G-7 at the end of last week. 

In London, tbe G-7 leaders 
pledged support to Mr. Gor- 
bachev, and U.S. President 
George Bush said the Soviet lead- 
er wouldn't leave empty handed. 

The leaders of Britain, Cana- 
da, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan and tbe United States 
approved statements on interna- 
tional issues during their morning 
session, then strolled to a work- 
ing lunch in Spencer House, an 
JSth century London mansion. 

During an afternoon rain, they 
reassembled in Lancaster House, 
their main meeting site, to con- 
centrate on economics. The state- 
ments approved in the morning 
included a political communique 
and an outline for improving 
world arms control. 

The political communique in- 
cluded a range of subjects beyond 
the overriding concern of the 


three-day meeting: What the 
West should do to aid the Soviet 
Union. 

Mr. Bush, asked at the end of 
the afternoon whether Mr. Gor- 
bachev would leave London 
empty-handed after meeting the 
leaders, said: “No, no. absolutely 
not.” 

G-7 officials have called the 
Gorbachev letter well intentioned 
but vague. However, Soviet 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Vitaly Churkin said in Moscow 
that the plan was not cast in 
stone. 

“It's not an icon, it’s not some- 
thing ironclad,” Mr. Churkin said 
Tuesday. “It's not some kind of 
big programme with all the Ts 
crossed and all the Fs dotted, it's 
just a concept.” 

In his letter. Mr, Gorbachev 
said the Soviet Union had made a 
radical shift away from the poii- 
.tics of confrontation and had 
ended the cold war. But econo- 
mic relations had lagged behind. 

Addressing Western concerns 
that Moscow is still spending too 
much on arras, he said military 
procurement dropped by 29 per 
cent , 


No accord 
on joint 
force for 
Kuwait 

KUWAIT (Agencies) — Foreign 
ministers from Kuwait and seven 
Arab allies failed to agree Tues- 
day on a joint military force to be 
deployed in the emirate. 

Ministers said no joint force 
would be sent to Kuwait or the 
Gulf region but individual coun- 
tries could seek military help 
from their allies in times of crisis. 

Despite the failure to set up a 
force, all eight ministers said they 
were satisfied with the results of 
their discussions. 

“We are fully satisfied that we 
have come to a final agreement 
on security arrangements,” Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister Farouq A1 
Sharaa said. 

Asked if any troops from out- 
side the Gulf would be sent to the 
region, Mr. Sharaa said: “It is not 
necessary for the force to be 
deployed in the region, troops 
would be sent when needed.” 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Salem A1 Sabah also indi- 
cated that the group of foreign 
ministers from six Gulf Arab 
states, Egypt and Syria were 
opposed to any Iranian role in a 
Gulf security arrangement. 

The ministers said they agreed 
to continue with tbe agreement 
reached in Damascus in March, 
but will meet again in Cairo in 
September to discuss details. 

Sheikh Salem's comments 
came at the end of a two-day 
meeting of the foreign ministers 
to discuss security arrangements 
for the Gulf. 

Their final declaration reiter- 
ated support for the Damascus 
declaration but gave no specific 
details on how it would be im- 
plemented. 

Asked if Iran would play a role 
in Gulf security arrangements. 
Sheikh Salem said, “Iran is an 
Islamic neighbour, but tbe 
Damascus declaration is an Arab 
matter,” 

Egypt had openly opposed any 
Iranian involvement. 

The ministers made a great 
show of unity at the end of the 

conference. Sheikh Salem held 
hands with his Egyptian counter- 
part, Amr Musa, on the way to 
the limousines that whisked them 
to the airport. 


Iraq formally asks for Arab 
inspection of nuclear facilities 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Iraq offi- 
cially asked tbe Arab League 
Tuesday to send inspectors to 
check claims by the United States 
that Iraq is hiding its foil nuclear 
capabilities. 

Nabil Najm, Iraq’s representa- 
tive to the 21-member Cairo- 
based organisation, told reporters 
that Baghdad would settle for an 
Egyptain inspection commission 
if one representing all the Arabs 
cannot be formed. 

“Iraq will give all the facilities 
to the Arab or Egyptian commis- 
sion and will open all its facilities 
to show the truth of the aggres- 
sive intentions against Iraq.” Mr. 
Najm said. 

He spoke with reporters after 
giving Esmat Abdul Meguid, the 
league's secretary-general, a mes- 
sage from Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Hussein Kbudayer re- 
questing the investigation. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid later told 
reporters that the Arab League 
was concerned about the safety of 
Iraq and wanted to avoid any 


attack on it. He said that Monday 
be sent to Arab states an invita- 
tion to attend an emergency Arab 
League Council meeting at Iraq's 
request but that he has not re- 
ceived any answers yet. 

Mr. Najm said that Iraq “wants 
to make clear the scope of the 
American campaign which aims 
at threatening Iraq and attacking 
it.” 

He said that Iraq gave the 
United Nations’ investigating 
team in Baghdad all the help 
requested of it. He also said that 
Iraq's nuclear facilities are for 
peaceful purposes. 

Tbe United Nations has given 
Iraq until July 25 to disclose all its 
nuclear capabilities, as required 
by the ceasefire that ended the 
Gulf war. or face serious con- 
sequences. The United States has 
threatened military action against 
nuclear sites in Iraq but says an 
attack is not imminent. 

Kuwait's foreign minister, 
speaking at the end of a confer- 
ence on Gulf security Tuesday, 


rejected Iraq's call. 

Sheikh Salem A1 Sabah told 
reporters Iraq had no respect for 
the Arab League when it called 
on Baghdad to withdraw from 
Kuwait in August 1990, but now 
it is seeking protection. 

Sudan denounced the U.N. 
Security Council for ignoring 
Israel's nuclear capabilities while 
seeking to destroy Iraq's. 

Tigani Adam Tahir, a member 
of the ruling 13-man junta, urged 
Arabs to respond to the Iraqi 
request for an emergency Arab 
League meeting. 

“It is erroneous that the United 
Nations Security Council should 
tun; a blind eye on the growing 
Israeli nuclear capabilities white 
at the same time seeking the 
destruction of Iraq’s,” Major- 
General Tahir told the govern- 
ment’s A1 Sudan AI Hadith news- 
paper. 

He denounced the “big plot 
(Continued on page 5) 


Serbian squads step 
up attacks on police 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — Ser- 
bian hit-squads stepped up 
attacks on police stations in 
Yugoslavia's breakaway republic 
of Croatia Tuesday, killing one 
policeman and wounding nine in 
a third day of inter-ethnic vio- 
lence. 

Fighting between the Roman 
Catholic majority Croats and the 
Serbian Orthodox Christian 
minority was reported across 
Croatia. Yugoslavia’s second 
largest republic which declared 
unilateral independence on June 
25. 

Serbian militants shot dead a 
Croatian policeman and wounded 
two others in an ambush in the 
village of Lipik, about 250 
kilometres west of Belgrade, on 
Tuesday, police said. 

Three police stations were 
attacked wifh rifles, mortars and 
machineguns, injuring seven 
policemen in villages around Gli- 
na, 50 kilometres south of the 
Croatian capital, Zagreb. 

The attacks brought thp toll 
since Sunday to three Croatian 
police or national guards killed 
and 24 wounded. 

Croatia meanwhile demanded 


that a European Community 
(EC) observer mission sent to 
monitor a shaky ceasefire in 
Slovenia also include Croatia. 

Croatian Foreign Minister 
Davorin Rudolf said his govern- 
ment would insist that the mission 
also operate in Croatia. But its 
chairman, Jo van der Valk, said 
Monday his mandate only co- 
vered Slovenia. 

No fighting has been reported 
in Slovenia for the last two 
weeks. 

Meanwhile, a scheduled meet- 
ing of the Yugoslav state pres- 
idency, on the Adriatic island 
of Brioni. apparently col- 
lapsed because of a lack of 
quorum. 

After the first 20 EC observers 
arrived in Zagreb Monday, Mr. 
Van der Valk, a Dutch diplomat, 
said his mandate only included 
monitoring the ceasefire between 
federal troops and local defence 
forces in Slovenia. 

An agreement signed over the 
weekend said: “Hie monitor mis- 
sion will concentrate its activities 
on Slovenia and, as appropriate, 
Croatia” unless there is an agree- 
ment to expand its activities. 


PNC to 
convene 

TUNIS (R) — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation will con- 
vene the Palestine National 
Council soon to discuss recent 
developments in the region, 
Palestinian sources said Tuesday. 

The PNC is responsible for 
decisions on strategy and the 
decision comes as U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker prepares for 
his latest Midddie East peace 
mission. 

The 'sources said PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat had decided 
to convene the PNC quickly in 
view of developments in the re- 
gton. 

The last PNC meeting was in 
November 1989. when it 
adopted a peace strategy recog. 
rising the coexistence of the state 
of Israel and a Palestinian state. 

The decision to convene the 
PNC was taken at a meeting of a 
PLO commission which com- 
pleted work on proposals to re- 
form the PNC, including reducing 
the number of PNC members 
from 452 to around 400 and 
bringing in dissidents and other 
new blood. 

(Continued oo page 5) 
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Middle East News 


Lebanon’s defence 
minister demands 
Palestinian arms 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s de- 
fence minister, accusing the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) of hiding its biggest 
guns, warned government troops 
would keep a tight grip around 
refugee camps in the south until 
PLO guerrillas gave up the 
weapons. 

“The truth is that in the Tyre 
camps, there remain (heavy and 
medium) weapons... they (the 
Palestinians) still haven't handed 
over half their weapons ’’ De- 
fence Minister Michel Mu it said 
Tuesday. 

“This cordon around the camps 
is aimed only at the surrender of 
the weapons and when all the 
arms are handed over it will be 
lifted." he said after talks with 
U.N. envoy Marrack Goulding in 
Beirut. 

Mr. Murr told reporters only 
50 per cent of the PLO’s heavy 
and medium weapons had been 
given to the army since troops 
deployed last week around Tyre. 
75 kilometres south of Beirut. 

The PLO says it has already 
surrendered all heavy and 
medium weapons in the three 
Palestinian refugee camps near 
the port. Its guerrillas are allowed 
to keep rifles and sidearms inside 
the camps. 

The PLO holds that its rocket- 
propelled grenades are light 
weapons and therefore need not 
be surrendered, while the army 
classifies them as medium 
weapons and wants them handed 


over. 

Troops blocked roads last week 
with sand barricades and allowed 
the estimated 40.000 residents of 
the three camps through only one 
entrance and one exit. 

Hundreds of troops moved to 
Tyre after routing some 6,000 
Palestinian guerrillas from their 
last bases in South Lebanon as 
part of the government’s bid to 
extend its control over the whole 


country. 

The government wants to stop 
guerrillas launching attacks 
against Israel in the hope that the 
Jewish state will then have no 
pretext for remaining in Leba- 
non. 

Israel and its Lebanese militia 
allies hold a 15-kilometre deep 
border (“security zone") and a 
finger of territory running north 
to the town of Jezzine. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens said Monday that 
the disarming of Palestinian guer- 
rillas would not prompt Israel to 
withdraw its forces from Lebanon 
while Syrian troops remain. 

Mr. Mutt said the army would 
not be dragged into battles inside 
the camps near Tyre but the. 
cfampdown would continue until 
all the guns were given up. The 
army has said it will not enter the 
camps. 

“Heavy and medium weapons 
will be surrendered no matter 


how long the cordon (around the 
camps) has to last," Mr. Mots 


camps) has to last," Mr. 
added. 


Kidnappers want pressure 
on Israel to free hostages 


BEIRUT (AP) — The suspected 
mentor of Shiite Muslim kidnap- 
pers accused Washington Tues- 
day of delaying the release of 
American hostages held in Leba- 
non by not exerting pressure on 
Israel to free Arab detainees. 

Abbas Musawi, the new- 
ly-elected leader of Hizbollah, 
sdid in a radio interview that the 
United States was complicating 
the hostage issue “to fulfil politic- 
al ends." 

The pro-Iranian Hizbollah is 
believed to be an umbrella for 
Shiite zealots holding most of the 
13 Westerners — six Americans, 
four Britons, two Germans and 
art Italian. 

Since his election to the lead- 
ership of the party in May, Mr. 
Musawi has repeatedly said the 
hostages could be freed in return 
for 300-400 detainees, mostly 
Lebanese Shiites, held by Israel. 

Israel insists that seven Israeli 
servicemen missing in Lebanon 
be included in any such swap, and 
Hizbollah is known to hold two of 
these men. The Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) has said it has the 
body of Israeli Sergeant Samir 
Assad and is willing to swap it as 
part of the proposed package 
deal. 

Ft is not clear how many of the 
others are still alive. 

Resolving the hostage issue 
“will not cost the Americans any- 
thing expect a measure of press- 
ure on Israel to release Lebanese 
and Palestinian Muslim prisoners 
it bolds,” Mr. Musawi told Voice 
of the People, a radio station run 
by the Lebanese Communist Par- 
ty* 

“In return for this, there will be 
a release of American prisoners." 
added Mr. Musawi. 

"The course of this issue has 
become clear and at the same 
time it has become clear that the 
Americans are the ones who 
don’t want to treat this issue.” 
said Mr. Musawi. 

“The Americans don’t want to 
resolve this issue. If America's 
handling of this issue had been 
humanitarian, the American 
administration would’ve accepted 
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Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid 


the Iranian mediation and as a 
result the problem would’ve been 
solved," he added. 

Iran, which is known to have 
helped arrange previous hostage . 
releases, has said it would exert 
influence on the kidnappers again 
in return for a goodwill gesture 
from the West, such as pressure 
on Israel to free the detainees. 

Although Mr. Musawi spoke 
only of the American hostages 
Tuesday, in previous statements 
he said all Westerners would be 
included in the deal. 

The kidnappers have specifical- 
ly demanded the release of a 
Hibzollah leader. Sheikh Abdul 
Karim Obeid. Israel has said it 
would be willing to free Sheikh 
Obeid as part of a package deal. 

Sheikh Obeid was kidnapped 
by Israeli agents in a raid on his 
village in South Lebanon on July 
28, 1989. 

Mr. Musawi said despite “com- 
plications’ 1 efforts were still 
under way' to strike a deal. He' 
would not elaborate. 

Said Mr. Musawi: “The nature 
of this issue has created great 
complications but time will re- 
solve them." 

Asked to elaborate on the diffi- 
culties. be said: “God willing, 
persistent efforts and sincerity 
will resolve these complications. 
They will be revealed later.” 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


lfc2Z Asr 

Maghreb 

2<k2I Tsha 


PROGRAMME ONE 

16:08 Koran 

,6:,s Programme review 

• 6: 25 Children's programme 

17:30 Educational programme 

ISjflO News summary in Arabic 

•MS Cairo news message 

)S = -30 Local programme 

2 5 ® 0 News in Arabic 

Arabic scries 

Arabic programme 

73M News in Arabic 

Play 


CHURCHES 


PROGRAMME TWO 

An programme 

News in French 

•* 15 Documentary 

•'■* News in Hebrew 

2*®° News in Arabic 

Don't wail up 

to Silk Route of the Sea 

2*^® News in English 

22=*® La Cavaliers Ana Ycuy Vert 


PRAYER TIMES 


St. Mary nf N azar et h Church S w d fl di, 
Tel. 810740 

AsambHes of God Church, Td. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the A imuncl a t to u Td. 
637440. 

De la SaHe Church Td. 661757 
Tcrramta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the AmumriaUoa Td. 

623541. 

Anxhcau Church Td. 625383. Tel. 
638543. 

Anaote Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Ar m e nian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Annan yRM wBnl dmreb Td. 

685326. 

E nngritnl Lutheran Church TcL 

811295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 82382*. 654932. 
Church of the Nazarena Tel. 675691. 


® ■ '3* ISmrisc) u 

I* 4 * Dhuhr 


WEATHER 


BuOctia supplied by tbc Department of 
Meteorology. 


Expelled 

Moroccan 

writer 


Levy lists ‘understandings’ withU.S 


returns 


to France 


PARIS (R) — A Moroccan 
dissident returned to Paris in 
triumph Tuesday, saying the 
French government was un- 
able to justify expelling him 
nearly four weeks earlier. 

“I have been accused of a 
lot of things. None of these 
acccusations is true. I hope to 
be able to confront them in 
detail later,” Abdul Moumen 
Dionri told journalists who 
met his flight from Libreville, 
Gabon. 

Thanking the media for the 
role they bad played in his 
return to France, the 50-year- 
old writer said: “I am ex- 
hausted. This has been a 
gruelling ordeal.” 

He was met by his lawyer, 
Mourad Oussedik, who had 
tirelessly campaigned for the 
writer's return since he was 
expelled to Gabon from 
France on June 20. 

Mr. Diouri’s return repre- 
sented an embarrassment for 
the French government, 
which last week saw its expul- 
sion order overturned by a 
French court. 

The government, which is 
appealing against the court 
decision, had justified the 
order on. -grounds, that Mr. 

taa&roitintained icon- 
tacts with Libya and Iraq 
while in France. -His activi- 
ties, the government said, 
weTe incompatible with his 
status as a refugee. 

Human rights groups attri- 
buted the expulsion to the 
fact that Mr. Dionri was ab- 
out to publish a book on the 
wealth of Morocco’s King 
Hassan, an ally of France. 

Mr. Diouri's supporters 
had -warned that because of 
dose ties between Morocco 
and Gabon he might not be 
safe, and his lawyer said last 
week the writer had narrowly 
escaped being kidnapped 
from his hotel in Libreville by 
Moroccan agents. j 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister David Levy has 
given a list of 10 ‘"understand- 
ings" Israel had reached with 
U.S. Secretary of Stale James 
Baker on the format of a Mideast 
peace conference. 

“Israel expects the United 
States to stand firmly behind the 
understandings and agreements 
achieved during the discussions 
with Secretary Baker,” Mr. Levy 
said. 

The understandings he out- 
lined are: 

— A two- track approach, 
whereby Israel will negotiate 
simultaneously with Arab gov- 
ernments and with Palestinians 
living under Israeli occupation. 

— Negotiations will be without 
preconditions. 

— The peace process is not 


designed to bring about a Palesti- 
nian state. 

— The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) will not be a 
partner in the peace process, and 
will not take no part in it. 

— Negotiations on the Palesti- 
nian issue will be in stages, as 
outlined in the Camp. David 
accords. (The 1978 U.S.- 
mediated accords call for a period 
of autonomy for the Palestinians 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, followed by negotia- 
tions on the territories’ final sta- 
tus). 

— Palestinian negotiators must 
accept the two-track formula and 
the staged approach of the Camp 
David accords, and must be will- 
ing to live with Israel in peace. 

— Israel is not required to 
agree to a demand to a territory- 


for-peaoe formula as a precondi- 
tion for direct negotiations. 

— The peace conference will 
have no authority to make deci- 
sions. Its sole purpose will be to 
bring about direct negotiations 
between the sides. 

— Bilateral Arab-Israeli work- 
ing groups will be established to 
advance projects for regional de- 
velopment with international 
funding. 

— The Soviet Union and the 
European Community must 
accept these understandings if 
they are to attend the conference. 

“We still face problems that 
haven't been solved,” Mr. Levy 
said. “But as Secretary Baker has 
said, the number of subjects that 
remain to be discussed are con- 
siderably smaller than those 
agreed upon.” 


Remote-controlled blast injures 
Turkish diplomat in Athens 


ATHENS (R) — A car-bomb 
injured the Turkish consul in 
Athens Tuesday, two days before 
a scheduled visit by U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush during which 
Greek-Turidsh relations will be 
discussed. 

Police said Consul Deniz 
Bolukbasi. 44, was injured by the 
powerful blast as he drove to 
work a short way from the Tur- 
kish consulate in the northern 
Athens suburb of Psychiko. A 
woman administrative attache 
and their driver were also in- 
jured... 

Mr. Bolukbasi was standing in 
for Turkish Ambassador Gunduz 
Aktan who is on holiday. 

The explosives, packed in a car 
parked 40 metres from Mr. 
Bolukbasi 's home, were deton- 
ated by remote control as the 
diplomats drove by. Police said 
Mr. Bolukbasi was badly hurt but 
his condition was stable. 

In Ankara, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Murat Sungar said the 
consul's legs were broken in the 
blast. But he, the driver and the 
attache had escaped critical in- 
jury because their car had been 
armoured. 

“If it hadn't been an armoured 
car. they would have been killed” 
he said. 

The blast shattered surround- 
ing windows, cut overhead 


powerlines, demolished two 
other cars and damaged many 
others. 

Police identified the Turkish 
woman as Nilgun Kececi and the 
driver as Adil Yfidirim. 

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility but the Novem- 
ber 17 group, which has killed 16 
Greeks and Americans since 
1975, has used this method of 
attack in the past. 


The Greek charge d'affaires in 
Ankara had been summoned to 
receive a note reminding the 
Greek government it was re- 
sponsible for the protection of the 
Turkish embassy and staff in 
Athens and demanding that the 
attackers be brought to justice. 

Armenian militants carried out 
dozens of attacks on Turkish di- 
plomats abroad from the early 
1970s to 1983. 


killed when a remote controlled 
bomb went off as he entered his 
suburban home in March. 
November 17 claimed responsi- 
bility for the slaying. 

Tuesday’s was the second 
bomb attack against Turkish di- 
plomatic vehicles since May 1988. 
Two bombs exploded under two 
empty cars at night in the Athens 
neighbourhood of Pangrati. No 
one was injured in those attacks. 

Premier Constantine Mitsota- 
kis expressed his “deep grief” 
and “abhorrence” over the attack 
through his diplomatic emissary 
Loukas Tsilas. 


The attack comes two days 
before President Bush arrives 
here for an official three day stay. 
Thousands of police have been 
assigned to cover the visit. 

November 17, a Marxist- 
Leninist group, has set off remote 
controlled bombs in the past 
against members of the diploma- 
tic corps. Western interests and 
U.S. military personnel stationed 
in Greece. 

A U.S. Air Force sergeant was 


Mr. Tsilas called at the hospital 
where Mr. Bolukbasi and Mrs. 
Kececi had gone for ireament. 

He later told reporters that Mr. 
Mitsotakis will personally phone 
his Turkish counterpart Mesut 
Yilmaz to express his grief over 
the incident. 


Mr. Bolukbasi had met briefly 
with Mr. Mitsotakis last Friday 
where he .received a Greek 
memorandum calling for a dimi- 
litarised zone in the Balkans. Mr. 
Mitsotakis' proposal called for 
the withdrawal of offensive 
weapons near the Turkish and 
Bulgarian borders. 

Bulgaria quickly welcomed the 
proposal but Turkey has not yet 
replied. 


Kurds put their trust in peace as allies leave 


By Nikas Kanstandaras 

The Associated Press 


ZAKHO, Iraq — Hours after 
the last allied troops left Iraq 
Monday, people went about 
their business, expressing 
fear but also hope for a 
peaceful future. 

“This is good,” said Ibra- 
him, a Kurdish guerrilla, 
pointing to a checkpoint he 
and his comrades took over 
from U.S. paratroopers near 
the border with Turkey. 

“But ii would be better if 
the Americans, the British, 
the French and Italians 
stayed in Zakho," he said. 

In the dark. Ibrahim could 
see the lights of the Silopi 
camp in Turkey, where an 
allied force will remain. 


“It will be good if the 
Kurdish people and the gov- 
ernment make peace,” Mr. 
Ibrahim said after a while. 
“Then all this will end.” 

Over 13,000 allied troops 
entered northern Iraq in late 
April and established a 9.320- 
square-kilometre security 
zone for panic-stricken Kurds 
who had fled to the moun- 
tains after a failed rebellion 
against the government. 

Almost all the 450,000 
Kurds who fled to Turkey 
have returned home, and 
hundreds of thousands of the 
1.2 million who went to Iran 


are reported to have come 
back. 

Monday afternoon, the last 
of the allied troops left. Their 
humpbacked Humvee utility 
vehicles were gone from 
streets and checkpoints, and 
troops had vacated the for- 
mer Iraqi army compound 
that had been their headquar- 
ters. 

The town was carrying on 
as normal, although the pull- 
out seemed to be on every- 
one’s thoughts. 

“I pray for these people. 1 
hope there will be peace for 
all the Iraqi people, and for 
the Kurds.” said Mr. Lok- 
map. a 28-year-old selling 
soft drinks at the side of the 
road. Like Mr. Ibrahim, the 
guerrilla and all other people 
spoken to Monday, he pre- 
ferred not to give his second 
name. 

Mr. Lokman spent Five 
yean fighting against Iran 
and was called up to serve in 
Kuwait. He deserted during 
the Kurdish rebellion and 
Red to the mountains after it 
was crushed. 

“Our only hope now is 
peace." he said. 

Talks on Kurdish auton- 
omy have been going on be- 
tween Kurds and the govern- 
ment since early April. De- 
spite frequent claims of immi- 
nent accord, no agreement 
has been reached. 


“There may be an agree- 
ment tomorrow. There may 
be one the next day ... or the 
day after.” said Mr. Moham- 
mad, a moneychanger. 

He said he was not worried 
by the allied pullout. 

“The coalition is in Silopi. 
and the Pesh Merga (Kurdish 
guerrillas) are the police 
here. The American planes 
fly over ail the time...," he 
said. 

“Business is not too bad." 
he said. “The dollar has gone 
up a lot.” 

Despite the official rate of 
about S3 to the Iraqi dinar, a 
dollar generally fetches 7.75 
dinars — up from an unoffi- 
cial 6.6 dinars to the dollar 
two weeks ago. 

At Shafken's hairdressing 
salon, a crowd of men held a 
lively discussion on the allied 
pullout while Shafken trim- 
med the beard of a guerrilla 
who had a handgun and a 
grenade tucked in his cum- 
merbund. 

The men agreed that it 
would have been better if the 
allies remained in Zakho. 
But they said they were not 
as afraid as they had ex- 
pected. 

Early in the allied occupa- 
tion. the majority of people 
spoken to said they would 
run back to the mountains 
once the foreign troops left. 
They had staged demonstra- 


tions, calling on the allies to 
remain. 

But there were no protests 
Monday. 

Mahmout, an electrician 
who emigrated to Sweden 18 
years ago, said he returned to 
Zakho two weeks ago to try 
to bring back his wife and two 
teenage daughters. 

“I like it here. This is my 
country. My parents recently 
came back from Iran, where 
they were since 1975,” he 
said. 


“I hope that there will be 
an agreement. Bui even so, 1 
will wait for two years before 
deciding to return," he said. 

Outside the police station, 
only a patch of oil remained 
on the ground where a U.S. 
army military police vehicle 
had stood guard throughout 
the allied occupation. 

A new moon rose over the 
Iraqi flag dangling in the still 
evening. A muezzin called 
the Muslim faithful to the 
mosque across the river. 
Traffic jammed the main 
street and little boys watched 
Turkish television in several 
electrical appliance stores. 


At a refreshment stand; 
men drank fresh)y-mad£ 
pomegranate juice, clucking 
and shaking their heads as 
they listened an Arabic-lan- 
guage news broadcast about 
the trouble in Yugoslavia. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel fears brain drain to Brazil. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Brazil, hungry for high technology to boost its 
economy and its nudear programmes, wants to lurethousandsof 
Soviet Jewish sdentists to its shores, Israeli press reports said. 
The reports — front-page news in Israel , this week: -said 

Brazilian science and technology secretary, Jose Gblderoberg, 
had a SlOO-million plan to attract 10,00 0 Sov iet sdentists. and 
engineers, including many who had immigrated to IsraelC Israeli" 
leaders have described the arrival of 280,000 Sovier Jews since 
1989 a blessing to help the Jewish state’s economy and i mpro ve its • 
security. But about 60 per cent of the newcomers with technical or 
university education are struggling to find work in the saturated 
local market. Some have applied for visas to countries such asr 
Aust ralia , Germany and the United States. A Brazilians embassy j 
spokesman in Tel Aviv said his country’s representatives werenot - 
involved in recruitment of any kind. Three Soviet Jews ' had 
delivered their resumes to the embassy since the reports appeared • 
in the Israeli press. In Brazil last week, Mr. Goldemberg said he 
was particularly interested in attracting engineers. Most of the r 
talent fleeing the Soviet Union would be interested in movfog to - 
Israel or the United States, he said, adding: “However," Israel snkFJ 
the United States cannot accept all of them.” 


PLO to close Denmark, Norway offices 


COPENHAGEN (R) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) said Monday it would close its information offices, .in. : 
Denmark and Norway by the end of the year for economic, 
reasons. “Since the Gnlf war, Palestinians no longer have work hi-' 
the Gulf states and are thus unable to- go on paying tax. for PLO. 
operations, so we cannot afford to be represented here any - 
more," said PLO Denmark representative Abdul Rahman Alawr 
Alawi. 


Jailed Lebanese stabbed in prison 


SAARBRUECKEN, Germany (AP) — A Lebanese, serving : a 
prison sentence for kidnapping two Germans in 1987, was stabbed 
Monday at a prison in Saarland state, police said. Abbas Ali 
Hamadi, who was convicted of kidnapping two Germans in an 
attempt to free his jailed brother, Mohammad Ali Hamadi, 
received only slight wounds in the incident with another inmate, 
police said. He was treated at a local hospital and returnedto the 
prison, police said. Mohammad Ali Hamadi, Abbas' younger: 
brother, is serving a life sentence in Germany for the killing of a 
U.S. sailor during the June 1985 hijacking of a TWA.animer to 
Beirut, on a flight from Athens to Rome. During the hijacking 
ordeal, 89 Americans were held hostage for 17 days. Abbas. 
Hamadi, 31, was convicted and sentenced to 13 years in prison in -: 
April 1988 by a Duesseldorf court for kidnapping Germans Alfred 
Schmidt and Rudolf Cordes in Lebanon. Mr. Schmidt was 
released in September 1987, and Mr. Cordes one year later..;. 


Kurds occupy Amnesty headquarters 


PARIS (R) — Fifty Kurds occupied the Paris headquarters of 
Amnesty International Monday to protest against a recent surge 
of violence between Turkish security forces and Kurdish rebels, 
police said. The Kurds, who said they were members' of the 
left-wing Kurdish Workers’ Party, left the main hail of the human 
rights organisation’s offices in northern Paris after a 45-mihute 
peaceful sit-in. In the past six weeks more than 100 people have 
died m southeast Turkey in armed clashes between security forces 
and Kurdish rebels who have been fighting for a separate state 
since 1984. 


Iranians charged with drug trafficking 


KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — Three Iranians were charged in 
court Monday with trafficking m 195 grammes of heroin; for 
which they would face a mandatory death sentence if convicted. 
Mehran alias Mexpan Ibni Mahmud alias Maxmya, 28, Sobrab 
Ibm Man man. 29, and Mohammad Sharif Karimpour, 30, were 
foe first Iranians charged under Malaysia’s stringent drug laws. 
They were charged with committing the offence at the Rex Movie 
House in Kuala Lumpur on July 1. No plea was refolded 
Magistrate Lee Lay Choc fixed Sept. 16 for the next hearing, and 
the three were sent back to jail. Under Malaysian law, mere 
possession of more than 15 grammes of heroin is deemed to be 
trafficking. Since Malaysia adopted the death-sentence in 1975 for 
drug trafficking, more than 385 people have been sentenced to 
death. Of these. 107 have been hanged. The others are awaiting 
dates for appeal or hanging. 


CIA denies it secretly sold arms to Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
Monday denied a broadcast report that it secretly provided 
weapons to Iraq through a Chilean middleman during the 
Iran-ftaq war. The report last Friday on ABC-TVs “Niehtline” 
said President George Bush’s nominee for CIA director, Robert 
Gatw, met with Chilean arms dealer Carlos Cardoen as part of a 
covert CIA operation to transfer arms to Iraq. Mr. Gates was the 
agency s deputy director at the time of the alleged arms deal. The 
CIA issued a bnef statement Monday saying the allegations that it 
provided military equipment of technology to Iraq, "with or 
without authorisation, are totally false." “There hasnever been a 
coven action programme authorising such action. Reports sug- 
gesting the contrary are without basis. Moreover, the CIA has 
never had a relationship of any type with Carlos Cardoen " the 
statement said. 


Turkish bank in Germany damaged 


~ A* 1 adjust lobbed a petrol bomb into 

R^h?/J UrkC M S J tatC ’!? 1, !. 2iraat Bank Monday, police sai. 
Fircfightere quickly doused the blaze which caused about 100 0( 

of a HM ( ^«°T?i. WOrth ° f damage to tbe bank northern’™ 
of Hanover. There was no immediate claim for the arson attaci 

Police said they did not rule out a political mot.vT 
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deputies voice their views on government 


Statistics show brucellosis 


to fl gratJual appfea- 


He.s^Tbaf 

^wa*in*em? 


'.the Jewish aninigraiion to Pates- 
tine- and called for the unification 
of ranks to counter dangers thre- 
atening Jordan and for the libera- 
tion of AJ Aqsa Mosque. 


VU.wifidig *' taasu c JtiHngq jfl 

Po£k^ adopted by 
’ pcofde ns^a-vBtbe 


Sadazneh Ghweiri 


Wr? Azaideh said that the ‘new - 
Vtfjota!s;?ph».i coriecadtci 


.as. an ;exainpde .the 
gdvyr cment T s “disregard;' of 
^opjqfr.tfbr dbca n oh mr the ex- 
traort&sary-- session 6f Pariia- 
merit.1.. ' 

• ’ jMr. Azaideh accused the gav- 
■ erBtnenl of retaining reguiations 
flf m&rtial bw a> jfcdata - 

tion of its abolition. 

ML- AzaideJr referr e d- to - the 
. country's education system and 
said ' that the government - h»fl 
' “fintedTtb come up", with a cJear- 
cut p rogramme for raobthang the - 
jmetfa in acoordance with Islamic 
teachings. " He. said that the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood “considers the 
present members of government 
as faifing to form' an efficient and 
- responsible team capable of 
shouldering the country's respon- 
sibilities.” 


- National Bloc ; 

Maas Deputy Soldmaa Arar dd- 
.^jvered the views of the 17- 
'’tbember National Bloc. 

“God favoured Jordan with ah 
^honest people, free: of the ths- 
. eases of the world, such as bigpf- 


' ry, . divisions, and sectarianism,*’ 
Mr.- Arar said. J ‘God also 
“ favoured Jordan with' s' far- 
sighted historical leadership, 

. which believes in the message of 
this nation and ts workinghard to 
B develop Jordan and strengthen it 
for its people and for the Arab 
causes, particularly the Palesti- 
nian issue,’* he said. 

.Mr. Arar, a former, House, 
speaker, said the National Bloc 
would 'give Mr. Maori's goverh- 
j? meat -the vote of confidence be- 
^ cause of two reasons; That the 
prime ' minister was known to 
ltc every member oftheHouse 
* , through the nrimsterial and par- 
‘ ^liamcntary pests be served in and 
® "was Tdiown by everyone wbo 
“ knew him as a man “of good 
deeds. Second, he said, the gov- 
ernment is being ledfor4hefirst 
time by Mr. cannot 

judgethemembersof fob govern- ‘ 
in ment except by their past life, .. 
for i which . testifies for their good 
ed | deeds,, and not base our judge- 
rat, ; ment on . imagination and ah*-- 
eiv saotLL\ .^ ' 

w The government has the right 
jvie to be g^en die cbance and that 
discussion in foe current stage 
should centre on the govem- 
I ment’s policy statement pre-’ 

1 . ! seated last Thursday, Mr. Arar 

£: aid •' 

1 “Before words are proved by . 

. 1 deeds; and based on the policy 
“T statement we find -it- inevitable 
i but to give this government the 


; Deputy Salarneh Ghweiri 
/addressed the -session, reminding 
,|be ; government of plans to deal 
with Important questions like un- 
; employment, soaring prices, low 
Income, poverty and reduced in- 
vestment, as contained in the 
government’s policy statement, 
and . .said . that Parliament was 
looking forward to seeing the 
. government putting its plans into 
action.- 

. Mr. Ghweiri, who represents a 
Zarqa constituency, presented 
several demands concerning the 
state-owned land, on which many 
people in Zarqa Govemorate had 
built homes without proper au- 
thority, and demanded a quick 
solution to the problem. 

Mr. Ghweiri criticised the for- 
mer government for dosing down 
37 factories in the Amman and 
Zarqa region and said that the 
move was der rimencai to nation- 
al industry and national income. 
He demanded that the govern- 
ment help farmers along the Zar- 
qa River benefit from the local 
water resources to boost their 
production and to drill more arte- 
sian wells in the Zarqa, Duleil 
and HaOabat region to supply 
more water for fanning. Mr. 
Gtrweri supported the govern- 
ment's statement concerning the 
opening of a new university in 
Zarqa, and plans to strengthen 
the Armed Forces and stimulate 
the youth activities in Jordan. 

He also supported the govern- 
ment's plans to end differences 
among Arab countries and bring 
about solidarity in the Arab 
World and backed the govern- 
ment's efforts to help the Palesti- 
nian. regain their rights and 
homeland. 

Mr. Ghweiri wished the gov- 
ernment success in its endeavour 
and in implementing His Majesty 
King Hussein’s directives. 


Jamal At Saraireh 


Deputy Jamal A! Saraireh 
announced that he was withhold- 
ing confidence in the new govern- 
ment accusing the government of 
trying to impose policies by force. 

“The' present stage is very cri- 
tical and the nation is feeing 
serious challenges, a situation 
which requires a special group of 
unique men with strong will and 
efficiency, capable of shouldering 
responsibility,” said Mr. 
Saraireh. • • 


AbdoBah Zreiqat 


^ote of confidence ... and to urge 
%ur brothers, the representatives 


1b ur brothers, the representatives 
f of foe people, whether blocs or. . 
:IA): independents, to give foe govero- 
ided '-ment .a. vote of ronfidence.’’ he 
tlx ' saidl . : " •' ;r ’ 
me"' 

jgrt > Mohammad A1 Dardour 

Ramfoa Deputy- Mohammad 
s ir!AI Dardour expressed reserve- 
'JJ ; tions about the composition of 
the new government and said it 
h w ; “does not conform to foe demo- 
' €aS i cratic process in' Jordan.” 

•: Mr. 'Dardour refereed in par- 
■ ^ ; ticuJar to foe feet that- Irbid Gov- 

* ernorate is represented -by only 
| four ministers -in foe present gov- 
I eminent although- that govemo- 
. rate -accounts for one third of the 
I Kingdom’s population. He- also 

ito 1 jaaid foal despite its size and 
said- ^population Jr bid- Govemorate 
),0M had only ^ seats in -the House. - 

i city | Mr.. Dardour made a number 
tack- 'of demands related to public 

transport and heaWu He said that 
— •"'be wanted -the government to 
^^^^nnplemeiit a comprehensive 
health service for all citizens and 
.—--''the construction of hospitals in 

j jj foe north. 

1 Mr. Dardour said that govero- 

ii ment’s policies concerning the 
M ,^ 5 i temtination qf the present border 
^ftrioost and its services in Ramfoa 
tflrf was bound to foam the interests 
- jf many people. 

* jj 1 Mr. Dardour supported foe 
'Z-g fovenmnafs statement concem- 
J/d* Tig foe educational process. He 
i 0 /^ he rserved other remarks 

and comments and demands fora 
S', 2 ; later dae. 


Deputy Abdullah Zreiqat con- 
gratulated Prime Minister Masri 
and his colleagues and said that 
he hoped to see the new govern- 
ment implementing its program- 
me in full. But, he noted, the 
government cannot find solutions 
for various -issues overnight. He 
criticised those accusing the new 
government of planning to hold 
separate negotiations with Israel 
and said: “Jordan can never serve 
as a substitute for the Palesti- 
nians, who should be granted 
their fuS rights, including the 
right to establish their own state 
on their own land.” 


Mohammad Zaben 


Dr. Mohammad Addoub AJ 
Zaben, who represents the cen- 
tral Bath a region, noted in a brief 
addresses that deputies “will be 
watching carefully the imple- 
mentation of foe government’s 
programme as presented to Par- 
liament.” 

“We can judge on the acts 
rather than on foe words and we 
plan to criticise but not to attack 
the government and we are wilt- 
ing to allow the government a 
chance to work,” Dr. Zaben said. 

Dr. Zaben announced that in 
six months from now be planned 
to demand a general discussion of 
the country’s internal policies. 


Constitution Bloc 


Mohammad AbuOldin 


Deputy . Mohammad Abu Oleim 
XJJ !rf;Ar*S^Gpven»rarte criti- 
ised foe. gervenunent’s policy 
jo 1 2j teteaHWjfocatise “it either iden- 
cfi'ig dfi cd t^^proWeins and pronosed 


fi :o soNe/^foem wifoout raying 


1 J/ij TOW. onbecmiK.it gaws shallow 
Jill' Ud • 


.60(15 ■ ; Jbrdan“was fead 


2) 1 58 .pdUiwal 


i-. proWenK which .. 
red wnfoas political 
place. 


^ warned of foe 
v* ^Asraeh expahSoaist threat and of 


Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh pre- 
sented the position of the Con- 
stitution Bloc. 

He quoted parts of a statement 
presented to the former govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran by Mr. Masri acting as 
member of the Lower House. 

Mr. Rawabdeh reminded Mr. 
Masri of his cal! on the previous 
government to open the door for 
chang e and for the adoption of an 
integrated programme to meet 
the various demands of the peo- 
ple as best as possible. 

Mr. Rawabdeh said that the 
new government’s policy state- 
ment steered away from using 
general terms and opted for spe- 
cifics, focusing partly on unem- 
ployment and poverty and prom- 
ising firm measures to deal with 
them. He said Parliament and the 
genera! public can be the judge 
on the government’s future ac- 
tion. . . ... 

The deputy also reminded Mr. 
Masri it was he who demanded 
from foe former government an 


end to all regulations pertaining 
to martial law and the Constitu- 
tion Bloc is wondering whether 
the new government would hon- 
our the commitment of abolishing 
the martial law in word and deed, 
Mr. Rawabdeh said. 

Mr. Rawabdeh said that the 
Badran government had prom- 
ised to enact laws on press and 
publication and on political parties 
and asked what this government 
had done in preparation for such 
plans. He asked what the present 
government intends to do in 
order to enhance the constitu- 
tional rights of the citizens and 
reminded the prime minister of 
his demands directed to foe Bad- 
ran government in this respect. 

Mr. Rawabdeh wondered 
whether the new government was 
serious about implementing foe 
entire programme as presented to 
Parliament. 

Mr. Rawabdeh reminded the 
prime minister Chat he had de- 
manded from the former govern- 
ment (he development of the 
public administration and a dear 
integrated plan for public admi- 
nistration reform. 

He also reminded the prime 
minister of his demand to reduce 
the national military service 
from two years to one and noted 
that such plan was not included in 
Mr. Masri’s policy statement to 
Pariiament last week. 

The policy statement was also 
void of Mr. Masri's earlier de- 
mands for raising the salaries of 
government employees. Mr. 
Rawabdeh said. 

He criticised the government’s 
policy statement for being devoid 
of any mention of plans to end all 
“bad treatment” of Palestinians 
visiting the Kingdom from the 
West Bank. He said that in his 
demands from foe former govern- 
ment Mr. Masri had noted that 
following the severing of the 
Kingdom’s legal ties with the 
West Bank Palestinian visitors 
have been feeing difficulties and 
sufferings and humiliation while 
visiting foe followup and inspec- 
tion department and other de- 
partments. But Mr. Masri's poli- 
cy statement did not include any 
promises to deal with this impor- 
tant question, Mr. Rawabdeh 
said. 

Mr. Rawabdeh also referred to 
the Palestinian people's rights to 
get Jordanian passports and said 
that Mr. Masri bad demanded 
that the issuance to Palestinians a 
two-year passport should be reex- 
amined. The deputy said that the 
policy statement was also void of 
this important subject. 

Mr. Rawabdeh concluded by 
saying that “the policy statement 
was generally good despite some 
defects, but the present govern- 
ment is not up to the level of the 
policy statement. 

“We request that you inform 
Pariiament of the reform that you 
had been demanding and intend 
to cany out so that we can judge 
you on that account,” he said. 


Democratic Bloc 


The view of the seven-member 
Democratic Bloc was presented by 
Deputy FakJui Kawar. 

Submitting a list of demands from 
tbe government, Mr. Kawar said that 
the government would be judged by 
its actions rather than by its promises 
and p tedges - 

“There is a big difference between 
words and actions and between 
dreams and realities.** he said. "The 
government’s policy statement is full 
of promises which can satisfy no one 
nor remove poverty, or liberate 
usurped landsd or strengthen tbe 
Arab entity or unify Arab ranks in the 
face of the colonialist, Zionist 
onslaught or end our subjugation to 
foreign hegemony,” be said. 

“We ore not too optimistic or too 
pessimistic about this government. 
Nor are we felly satisfied about its 
composition, but we hope that it will 
live op to its promises and achieve our 
aspirations,” Mr. Kawar added. 

Mr. Kawar said that the Democra- 
tic Bloc supports the government in 
its policy towards the Arab-Isn>eti 
confect, but urges it to coordinate its 
moves with Arab countries in the face 
of U-S. pressures, “which aim at 
excluding Palestinian representa- 
tion.” 

He said that tbe bloc wanted the 
government to. end all forms of mar- 
tial law and its implications, especial- 
ly in matters to the release of all 
persons convicted for political 
reasons or those dismissed from their 
work on similar ground. 

The bloc also wants tbe govern- 
ment to tbe municipalities law and 
laws pertaining to ail professional 
associations and trade unions, he 
said. 

Mr. Kawar said tbe government 
should introduce political, economic 

and social changes in a manner that 
would ensure the progress of demo- 
cracy. “This can be achieved once the 
government has enacted tows on poli- 
tical parties, press and publication, 
labour and parliamentary election." 
be said. 

Mr. Kawar also made demands 
such as the formation of a youth 
federation, a federation for all far- 
mers in Jordan and not the Jordan 
VaDy alone and to allow teadiers to 
have their own union. 

Mr. Kawar said that his bloc 
.wanted tbe gover n ment to give a 
dear-cup pledge to ensure free elec- 
tions for workers’ unions, to allow 
labour unions to open the door for 
any workers to join and to refrain 
from tampering with workers' orga- 
nisations. 


Mr. Kawar said that the bloc dc-- 
mands that the government adopt a 
dear and firm policy of substituting. 
non-Jordanian workers with Jorda- 
nians and to force employers to re-' 
spect Jordanian workers* rights and 
refrain from arbitrary dismissals. 

Mr. Kawar demanded that the gov- 
ernment adopt a taxation system that 
aims at forcing the rich to pay more 
tax to introduce a system by protects 
local industries from foreign competi- 
tion. 

Mr. Kawar demanded that the gov- 
ernment revise the Ministry of Educa- 
tion's programme, functions and 
administrations of the First National 
Education Conference of 1987. 

The deputy referred to the General 
Federation of Jordanian Women 
(GFJW) and said that the federation's 
demand for general election should 
be respected and that such long awa- 
tied elections be held. 

Mr. Kawar demanded that the 
Greater Amman Municipality system 
be abolished and that elections should 
be held to choose representatives of 
various municipalities in towns sur- 
rounding Amman. 


Laith Shbeflat 


Mr. Laith Shbeitat, called on the 
Lower House to support Prime Minis- 
ter Taber Masri saying that his perso- 
nality and reputation embody the 
national unity. However, he deman- 
ded that a national coalition govern- 
ment be formed. He called on Islam- 
ists. democrats and natioinalists to 
work out their different programmes 
into one that can serve as a backbone 
for a coalition. He said that members 
of such a coalition could participate 
directly or indirectly in the make-up 
of the government and give others the 
chance to rally behind this solid struc- 
ture, thus strengthening it. 

Mr. SJibe-ilal called for rising above 
slogans and for placing the interests 
of the people above those of parties 
or blocs. The only parties thin can 
exert pressure, aimed at amending 
the Constitution and legislation, were 
the Islamists, democrats and national- 
ists working together. 

He said that the coalition program- 
me should include the following 
amendments to the Constitution and 
legislation in force: 

— Amending article 73 of the 
Constitution which provides for tak- 
ing the House’s view s into considera- 
tion and anidc 88 which allows for 
filling in the vacant seals. “Anidc 73 
is a sword threatening the deputies’ 
heads,” therefore, he said, major 
laws on formation of political parties, 
press and publications and defence 
cannot be discussed objectively under 
much intimidation. 

— Amending anide 78 of the 
Constitution with a view to making 
the House’s ordinary session last for 
nine months. “In this regard, one can 
not really understand why the execu- 
tive power recognises the need for the 
National Consultative Council to Iasi 
for 12 months, while it cannot toler- 
ate the House for more than four 
months," Mr. Shbeilat said. 

He went on saying that such a 
measure cannot but be interpreted as 
a wish on the part of the executive 
power to escape the control of the 
House. 

He also called for amending the 
General Intelligence Department 
Law, to limit tbe authority or intelli- 
gence officers who act as prosecutors 
general. 


Mr. Shbeilat also called for amend- 
ing the passports law, with a view to 
correcting the constitutional viola- 
tion, linking the renewal of passport 
with approval from Security Depart- 
ments. 

Mr. Shbeilat pointed om that such 
amendments are indisputable. “No 
two honest and faithful people differ 
on these points," be said. He added 
that they were part of many slogans 
which have no relations with beliefs, 
but are of interests to the people^ 

He said that people do not care for 
slogans and rhetoric, but only care for 
such amendments. 

Mr. Shbeilat concluded that ideolo- 
gical goals and beliefs could not be 
achiered before implementing these 
transitional proposals and amend- 
ments. 

“The implementation of these 
amendments and proposals is bound 
to terminate the atmosphere of rep- 
ression and dominance, in which 
cowardice, corruption and hypocrisy 
thrive and hitman resources are 
drained,” he added. 

“If you accede to these amend- 
ments and proposals, you will contri- 
bute to placing the train on the safe 
track, otherwise the government, 
which has been formed in accordance 
iritii the National Charter, will not be 
relieved of having to prove its credi- 
bility and the credibility of the blocs 
taking part in it.”j 


Moreover, he said, it has to prove 
that it will adopt these few demands, 
and implement them before discus- 
ting and approving the political par- 
ties and publication laws. If the gov- 
ernment fails to do so, then it will 
surely be a government that involves 
itself in everything except the basic 
issues, like former governments, he 
said. 

Mr. Shbeilat recalled the amend- 
ments the government had made to 
the 19S2 Constitution, which en- 
hanced the balance between the leg- 
islative and executive powers. These 
amendements, be said, distanced the 
Constitution from its objectives. 

Among these amendments are the 
following: 

Article 33, paragraph 2 of the 
Constitution was amended on May 4, 
1958, to exdude the imptenreniation 
of conventions, alliances, commercial 
agreements, navigation and other 
treaties from the Parliament's terms 
of reference. 

Article 34 was amended on Nov. 
10, 1974, to authorise the King to 
dissolve the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment or relieve any of its members 
from his duties. 

Article 45 paragraph A was 
amended on Sept- 1, 1958, to entrust 
any stale business to any party other 
than the Cabinet, in accordance with 


the Constitution or arty other legisla- 
tion. Before the amendment , the 
artidc allowed that in accordance 
with a law or a regulation. 

Article 54 paragraph 3 was 
amended to accept the royal letter of 
appointment to the government as a 
ministerial statement if the Lower 
House were not in session. Before, 
the government bad to present its 
statement to the House within a 
period of two months if the House 
was not in session when the govern- 
ment was formed. 

Article 57 of the Constitution was 
amended on May 4, (954. to desig- 
nate the speaker of the Upper House 
of Partiamem as president of the 
Higher Council for the Interpretation 
of the Constitution, thus replacing the 
head of the highest court. 

Article 6S. paragraph I of the 
Constitution was amended on Nov. !, 
I95S. to reduce the Upper House's 
term to four years instead of eight 
years. 

Article 73-4 was amended on Feb. 
2, 1976, to authorise the King to 
postpone holding general elections 
without any time iimir if there was a 
case of force majeure. Previously, the 
article allowed postponement for a 
maximum of one year. 


Article 74 of the Constitution was 
amended on May 4. 1954. Under the 
new amendment, the government, 
during whore term tbe Lower House 
is elected, does not have to resign 
within one week following Lhe elec- 
tion of the House members. 

An amendment to article 78. para- 
graph 3. enforced on Oct. 16. 19SS, 
reduced the House’s ordinary session 
from six months to four months. 

Article 88 was amended to allow 
for tiie election of some of the House 
members to fill vacant seats in cases 
of force majeure. 

An amendment to ankle 94 was 
made on May 4. allowing the govern- 
ment to issue provisional laws, while 
the issuance of such laws was res- 
tricted for emergency, including natu- 
ral disasters, state of war and the 
need for urgent assistance. 

Article 95 of the Constitution, 
amended on May 4. 1954. limits the 
number of deputies and Senate mem- 
bers, who can propose draft laws, to 
ten. 

The authorities of the executive 
power were divided and accordingly 
some authorities became the respon- 
sibility of individuals or boarfo of 
directors not related to the govern- 
ment. In practical terms, the army 
does not fall under the government’s 
authority but maintained a formal 
link with it. 


Commenting on people's descrip- 
tion of the present government make- 
up, Mr. Shbeilat said that the only 
difference between this government 
and the previous governments was 
the presence of a larger number of 
personalities who enjoy the love and 
respect of the people. 

He said that this government was 
not similar to that of the late Sulei- 
man Nabulsi. He went on saying that 
some people called the present gov- 
ernment a “negotiation govem- 


‘Well, was the previous gov- 


ernment a government of armed 
struggle?" asked Mr. Shbeilat. 


He defended tbe Parliament 
against the executive power, saying 
that the executive power was behind 
the alleged neglect in public institu- 
tions. He supported his argument by 
saying: “If (he evidence given by the 
first witness in the Petra Bank case 
was right, then who are the major 
defendants in this case? Is it the 
government which is prejudiced 
against the Central Bank, or is it the 
Central Bank who had full knowledge 
about violations, which it cited as 
evidence against the Petra Bank? The 
Central Bank knew about all the risky 
debts and about tbe influential de- 
btors,’ 1 be said. 

Mr. Shbeilat questioned the Cen- 
tral Bank's non-interference in the 
Petra Bank affair, saying that it might 
have been supported by the executive 
power, and that was probably a 
reason for tbe Central Bank's non- 
interference. 

He also touched upon the Royal 
Jordanian, and blamed its lasses on 
those who used to supervise iL He 
defended the RJ’s 5,000 staff, saying 
that they should not be blamed for 
the losses. 

He said that the "clique that 
slaughtered the RJ and sndeed tbe 
last drop of blood from it was the 
same group that established two air 
transport companies which under- 
mine RJ cargo section operations.” 


cases are on the increase 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Statistics ab- 
out brucellosis cases released by 
the Health Ministry indicate a 
sharp rise in the number of Jorda- 
nians affected by the disease over 
the past five years. 

According to the statistics, 
there was only one ease of 
brucellosis in Jordan in 1979. It 
‘has since risen to 521 in 1986, 
622 in 1989 and 729 in 1990. 
These figures only show those 
cases which were referred to gov- 
ernment and private hospitals or 
health centres. According to 
Health Ministry sources, there 
are many others which remain 
unknown. 

The sources said that veterina- 
rians and doctors or medicine arc 
among those who are most ex- 
posed to this disease, apart from 


the fanners, and that 28 out of 85 
veterinarians employed by the 
Ministry of Agriculture were 
among those infected over the 
past five years. 

A locally produced vaccine 
used by veterinarians to inoculate 
animals, particularly sheep and 
goats, has proved ineffective be- 
cause the sharp rise in the num- 
ber of brucellosis cases in the 
Kingdom began shortly after the 
use of the vaccine was initiated in 
198S, the sources said. 

The sources said that in 1989 
12.8 per cent of foe total number 
of sheep in Jordan or 250,000 
heads were infected by brucella' 
(bacteria that causes disease in 
man and domestic animals) . They 
said that inoculation of animals 
against tbe disease was essential. 


Human beings can easily be in- 
fected if they depend on animals 
for most of their food. 

The sources said that while the 
Health Ministry is tiying — 
through preventive medicine 

which entails immunisation 

against the disease — to curtail its 
spread in Jordan the Ministry of 
Agriculture is trying to inoculate 
animals to prevent the spread of 
the disease. 

However, they said that their 
efforts were not enough especial- 
ly as the locally developed vac- 
cine is not effective at a time 
when more and more Jordanians 
depend, to a great extent, on milk 
and its various by-products, 
which are a vehicle for the spread 
of animal diseases to human 
beings. 


Jerash festival — lesser in 
size, as grand in attraction 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — This year's Jerash 
Festival for culture and arts, 
scheduled to open Wednesday, 
may have the least participants 
and be the most popular since 
the festival was first started 1 1 
years ago by Her Majesty 
Oueen Noor. 

The festival's attractions, 
Lebanese singers. Marcel Kha- 
lifeh and Majda Roumi, are 
expected to draw 3t least 
15.000 people to the Roman 
Amphitheatre in the centre of 
foe ancient Greco-Roman city. 

The two popular Arab sin- 
gets are expected to draw an 
enthusiastic crowd unrivalled 
by audiences drawn to major 
attractions in previous years. 
Despite the large crowds ex- 
pected to attend the Khaiifeh 
and Roumi concerts, the festiv- 
al will be of less amplitude by 
comparison to previous 
years in which up to 45 interna- 
tional dance, song and theatre 
groups participated. 

With the exception of Spain 
and Lebanon, there are no 
other foreign entries in foe 
festival. 

The Gulf war and the uncer- 
tainty that it created over the 
country's stability are major 
reasons why no groups reg- 
istered to participate this year, 
says Akram Masarweh. the 
festival's director. 

“Not knowing when the 
Gulf war would end, we were 
unable to prepare properly for 
the festival,” Mr. Masarweh 
told the Jordan Times. 

Commenting on the absence 
of international groups at the 
festival, Mr. Masarweh said 
that they too “had no idea 
when the war would be over 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and pi ace with 
tbe concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITION 


ExMUtkm off paint- 
lags by MS. Chany 
Pickles at the British 
CowncH. 


VACANCY NOTICE 
FOR INFORMATION ASSISTANT 
WITH AN INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANISATION 


A regional office of an international organisation is 
seeking an information assistant to assist in the daily 
activities of its external relations section by carrying 
out research and documentation work and maintain- 
ing contacts with the media. The right candidate will 
be responsible for the audio visuals and publica- 
tions library and the production of publications in 
both Arabic and English. Duties also include the 
distribution of publications to the various country 
offices served by the regional office. Minimum 
requirements of the post are first university degree or 
equivalent in arts or public relations, with a minimum 
of 5 years experience ip the information field. Good 
English proficiency and good working knowledge of 
classical Arabic. Computer skill and desktop pub- 
lishing is an asset. 

Attractive salaries and good fringe benefits are 
offered. 

Candidates who meet the above requirements 
should submit their bio-data in writing to the 
Personnel Section, P.O. Box 811721, 
Amman, Jordan, not later than 31 July 1991. 


and many are still uncertain 
about stability in the region.” 

Transportation is a third ma- 
jor reason that has reduced the 
festival to three foreign and 
seven Jordanian shows besides 
24 poetry and critic readings. 

The road previously used 
was taking 35 minutes to reach 
Jerash from Amman. It is now 
under construction, further 
affecting the festival's size. 

“This year people will have 
to use the Sukhna road, 
through Zarqa. to get to 
Jerash,” Mr. Masarweh said. 

Although road signs signifi- 
cantly facilitate driving to 
Jerash on the detoured road, 
Mr. Masarweh said that pre- 
paring the road had been seen 
as a major obstacle in planning 
the festival this year. 

As a result of the road 
changes, festival organisers 
have arranged that poetry and 
critic readings be performed at 
municipal centres, in the capit- 
al and in other parts of tbe 
country. 

“The relocation of some of 
the activities to local centres 
will give the festival a new 
dimension.” Mr. Masarweh 
said. 

Observers feel that despite 
foe evident difficulties the fes- 
tival faces, it could still be 
successful. 

•‘People in Jordan are not 
really looking towards the 
West culturally at a time so 
soon after the Gulf war. So the 
absence of Western groups will 
not cause a major stir just yet,” 
said one veteran observer of 
the festival. 

“The presence of (Mr.) Kha- 
iifeh, who is a well-known and 
possibly foe most popular pan- 
Arab singer in the Arab 


World, will create enough 
atmosphere to bring half of 
Jordan on its feet in applause,” 
said foe observers. 

“Majda Roumi, on the other 
hand, is not the political singer 
that Khaiifeh is but has great 
popularity amongst all classes 
in our society, just like, (Mr.) 
Khaiifeh. and will thus also 
attract full house.” added foe 
observer. 

Mr. Khaiifeh, a native of 
South Lebanon, has been ban- 
ned from performing in most 
Arab countries despite great 
popular demand and black 
market sellouts of his record- 
ings. Many Arab governments 
have expressed reservations 
about his politicised lyrics 
which call for freedom and 
liberation for foe. poor and 
oppressed. 

Mr. Khaiifeh has never per- 
formed in Jordan and his 
appearance at the festival, 
which will be opened under (he 
patronage of Her Majesty 
Oueen Noor. is seen as yet 
another step in moves to politi- 
cally liberalise Jordan. 

The two performances are 
expected to gross JD 125,000, 
according to Mr. Masarweh. 
The cost of bringing the two 
stars to Jerash is about JD 
70.000. 

While Mr. Masarweh con- 
ceded that last year's festival 
losses had not been covered 
yet. he said that a financial 
settlement was forthcoming. 

The finances of this year’s 
festival. Mr. Masarweh said, 
have not been discussed yet. 

The government was unable 
to provide free plane tickets 
for participants this year be- 
cause of a tight budget. Mr. 
Masarweh said. 


INVITATION FOR PARTICIPATION 
IN A TRAINING WORKSHOP 


The National Jordanian Committee of the Internation- 
al Chamber of Commerce will hold a training 
workshop on_ 

Incoterms 1990 


in cooperation with the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the 
General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT). 
The workshop includes a briefing and analysis of the 
latest developments and changes in international 
commercial terms, and their effects on the contract- 
ing parties and those responsible for organising 
documents, opening letters of credit, including mer- 
chants, bank employees, shipping agents, clearing 
houses and exporting and importing companies. 
Delivering lectures at the workshop will be Mr. R.R. 
K. Battersby, moderator of the international group 
of experts on commercial terms at the International 
Chamber of Commerce, and Mr. Dave Green, the 
international director of the shipping/transport cor- 
poration. 

The workshop programme includes the use of visual 
aids arid overhead projectors, in addition to lectures 
and discussions. 

VENUE: Amman Chamber of Commerce’s assem- 
bly hall, Shmeisani 

DATES: Wednesday 31 July 1991 from 8:30 until 
17:30 p.m. 

SUBSCRIPTION FEES: JD 60 for the first partici- 
pant, and then JD 55 for each additional participa- 
tion from the same establishment or corooration. 

NOTE: 

1. Subscription fees include all the workshop papers, 
the incoterms 1990 book, it also covers lunch, coffee 
and tea. 

2 . The deadline for receiving participation applica- 
tions and payment of fees is Thursday 25 July 1991 . 
Applications and fees are received at the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce, Shmeisani 


The National Jordanian Committee of the 
International Chamber of Commerce 
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Your move, Mr. Baker 


A LOT OF water has flown under the bridge since the day 
American Secretary of State James Baker first came to the 
Middle East in the wake of the Gulf war to revive the Middle 
East peace process. A lot has been discussed and debated, 
and we have reached a point where the Arab side has given 
concession after concession with high hopes that the tight at 
the end of the tunnel would be the universal acceptance of 
the principle of exchange of land for peace and the 
recognition of the legitimate rights of the Palestinians as the 
basis of an Arab-lsraeli settlement. 

Syria's positive response to President George Bush's 
proposals have to be seen in this light. But, so far, there is 
very little to be seen that would indicate any shift in the 
stubborn Israeli stand. 


In a superficial sense, the moment of truth is here. It has 
been established beyond any doubt that the Arabs and 
Palestinians are ready to offer sacrifices for the sake of 
peace that would secure the return of their land occupied in 
war. They have come a long way since 1947 and there can no 
longer be any question over who wants what in the region 
and who stands in the way of peace. Israel’s outright 
rejection of any role for the United Nations, the organisation 
that created the Jewish state in the first place, and its refusal 
to accept the PLO as the voice of the Palestinian people have 
been crowned lately with its reaffirmations that the goal of 
any negotiations win neither be the creation of a Palestorian 
state nor the return of the Golan Heights to Syria. 


Israel’s vehement rejection of the call by the London 
summit of the Group of Seven for an end to the Jewish 
state’s policy of building settlements in the occupied 
territories speaks volumes over the realities in any interna- 
tional approach to the Middle East conflict. 

Where does that leave os, or, for that matter, anyone who 
is interested in a peace settlement based on fairness and 
justice? 

For the optimists, the Israeli declaration could be the 
negotiating posture the Jewish state might adopt if there 
were to be peace talks. For us in flu Arab World, these 
mean something else: That the Jewish state has no intention 
whatsoever of returning any Arab land and that it is bltaded 
by its military might, supported by its guardian angels in the 
West. 

The moment of truth may or may not be h ere. But we fail 
to see what purpose it would serve if the world powers do 
not follow up their words by deeds. The European 
Community, by linking any trade benefits to Israel with 
peace in the. region, has indeed taken a right step in the right 
direction. Can we expect something along the same lines 
from Washington? 


A1ABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily newspaper Tuesday voiced regret that the 
days that preceded the vote of confidence session in Parliament 
were dedicated only to criticise or praise ministers rather than 
discussing the contents of the new government's policy statement. 
The paper said that the Parliament members did not hold a single 
serious dialogue about the implementation of the King’s direc- 
tives to the new government, but busied themselves with the 
question of whether such governments would win a vote of 
confidence or not without giving ample consideration to its plans. 
There is nothing that can prevent a deputy from giving or 
withholding confidence in the new government but such attitude 
should not be founded on personal interests becasue this will 
harm the democratic process in the country, the paper noted. 
Voting on the government is not a matter of settling old scores or 
finding means to take revenge on some or all of the cabinet 
members, but it is a democratic process which normally follows a 
thorough study of the new government’s plans and p r ogr am mes, 
the paper noted. The paper also regretted that even the daily 
newspapers did not give due consideration to the implementation 
of the King’s directives as given to the government of Taher Masri 
and went along the general trend of speculating on the govern- 
ment's chances of success in Tuesday session. If the policy 
statement is acceptable to the majority of Parliament members, 
the paper added, the country should witness joint efforts by the 
executive and legislative authorities to conduct a successful 
democratic process benefiting the country at present and in the 
future. 


A columnist in Sawt Al Shsab Arabic daily appealed to the Arabs 
not to abandon the Iraqi people and leave them facing the new 
U.S. aggression alone. Mohanumad Saeed Midich said the U.S. is 
trying to find a pretext to launch aggression on Iraq and this is 
obvious in its claim over its concern about the Kurds or by 
stressing allegations that Iraq has not disclosed all of its nuclear 
installations to the U.N. teams. In his article entitled “Don’t leave 
Iraq alone facing the colonial powers.*' Midieh said that the 
Americans were exploiting the Kurdish question to achieve their 
own selfish interests and to devastate what has been left of Arab 
dignity and military power so that they can never stand up to 
Israel and its atrocities. It is really appalling to see human rights 
groups and international organisations reports on the need of 
dealing with famine and diseases threatening Iraq totally ignored 
by the Western nations; and it is indeed astonishing to see lack of 
action on the part of the world community to save some 180,000 
Iraqi children facing death, the writer said. Midieh said that what 
was shameful indeed was to see Arab countries totally indifferent 
as to the fate of their sister state and its oppressed people facing 
fresh threats of aggression. The writer warned that each Arab 
country will face similar repression and it was only a matter of 
time before such disaster occured and therefore Arabs had no 
alternative but to joint hands and face this common danger 
together. He said that the American colonial power bad no 
interest in anything but to cause famines and deal devastating 
blows to other nations' stability and territorial integrity. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. AbdnllafrMafla 


The economic thinking of the government 


THE policy statement of Taher Masri's government presented to 
the Lower House last Thursday contained a section on Jordan's 
economic affairs. That elaborate and elegantly-worded part tried 
to sketch out an economic policy, but was neither impressive nor 
pursuasive. Although it might be novel in text, the conceived new 
economic policy is old-fashioned in spirit and is actually a 
continuation of the economic policies of the past two governments 
now cloaked in a different garment. 

Given the special circumstances of Jordan and the regional 
environment at this turbulent stage, there is no economic policy 
capable of effecting qualitative change and tackling Jordan's 
current problems and prospective challenges other than the kind 
of policy that is firmly anchored to genuine and far-reaching 
concepts of economic freedom and liberalisation. The govern- 
ment may go on experimenting with various other prescriptions, 
but it will not work and we will reap only headaches as well as 
waste time and effort. 

The core of the economic programme embodied in the 
government policy statement is the rectification of what is termed 
as internal and external imbalances which refer, as cited in the 
statement, to the consumption output gap, the budget deficit and 
the deficit on the current account of the balance of payments. One 
instantly recognises that these imbalances constitute the old, even 


very old, economic problems of Jordan and assumes that they 
could not be remedied by old means. New approaches have to be 
employed to tackle them if we hope to arrive at better results. Let 
us look into these economic headaches and see how the 
approaches to them do matter. 

The first cardinal objective of the government is to reduce the 
proportion of consumption to gross (domestic or national) output. 
TTiis refers to a desire to provide more of what we consume from 
what we produce. So far, we have been relying on foreign aid to 
import part of what we consume. There are two possible 
approaches for reducing that percentage: (a) to cat consumption 
through the easy way of, for example, higher taxes and inflation 
as we did during the last three years (b) to boost output and 
maintain consumption intact. Hopefully, the government will 
resort to the more difficult but very rewarding second approach 
wbicb necessitates creative new thinking. 

The second imbalance to be attacked by the government is the 
current account deficit. The fact that this account was separated 
from the (non-mo netary) capital account, which records transac- 
tions relating to long-term investments and external debt, 
suggests that the problem of our external debt will be treated on 
the basis of special arrangements (with IMF. the Paris Club or 
individual creditors). However, redressing the current deficit 


means cutting imports of goods and services and/or boosting oor 
exports with imports being the main front of action m me toon - 
and medium terms. Cutting imports can be bamfled effectively 
through direct regulation of imports or indirectly through 
measures such as currency devaluation that follow rae IMF 
traditions. The second approach has been tested since 1988 and 
gave Jordan its worst economic crisis. We have to wmtandsee 
whether the government wants or can switch to a new approach. 

The third gap is the budget deficit. There is no denying that the 
reduction of this deficit is necessary to a successful economic 
adjustment. But the bone of contention relates to wh at is th e 
appropriate means. Public expenditures might not be compress- 
ble any more, which means that the job has to be accomplished ■ 
through more revenues. Increasing taxes will have the immediate 
effect of boosting tax revenues in the very toon term but . 
depressing them for ever after. Cutting taxes will have a reverse 
effect as it will improve the investment dimate and th ereby 
invigorate production incentives in the medium and- long terms. - 
Naturally, any minister of finance is prone to be victimised by Hie 
desire to get immediate revenues and to forget about the long . 
term when others will be responsible for balancing the books of 
government. However, we sincerely hope the government will opt 
for the long-term view, which is the view that really matters. 


Gorbachev may get foot in the door of capitalism , but little else 


By Martin Crutsmger 

The Associated Press 


LONDON — In the beginning, 
there was talk of a “grand bar- 
gain" to provide billions of dol- 
lars in Western assistance to the 
collapsing Soviet economy. But 
what summit leaders actually 
offer Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev is likely to be far less 
grandiose. 

in fact, the Soviet leader will 
probably go away from London 
with little more than a symbolic 
foot-in-tbe-door to capitalism in 
the form of an associate mem- 
bership in the International 
Monetary Fund. 

The summit leaders are virtual- 
ly assured of reaching agreement 
on that proposal, first floated last 
December by President George 
Bush. This designation, never 
used before, would be a sort of 
halfway house in the world of 
international finance. 


It would allow the Soviets to tap 
into the tremendous pool of exper- 
tise the IMF has on how to fix an 
ailing economy. But it would not 
give Mr. Gorbachev what be real- 
ly wants: Full membership and 
the ability to borrow b/llious of 
dollars from the IMF and its sister 
agency, the World Bank, the 
world’s premier sources of de- 
velopment funds. 

Never before has an outsider 
been invited by the heads of the 
world's seven richest countries to 
make a personal appeal for aid at 
their annual gatherings. 

But in the days leading up to 
the summit, Mr. Bush and other 
world leaders went out of their 
way to lower expectations about 
what Mr. Gorbachev will receive. 

“We don't expect blank checks 
of miracles in London," Cana- 
dian Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney said after conferring with 
Mr. Bush. 

A big infusion of money “isn't 
in the cards," Mr. Bush said 


Sunday. 

Beyond the IMF observer sta- 
tus and its promise of technical 
support, Mr. Gorbachev prob- 
ably also wQl come away with 
individual pledges of technical 
assistance from the summit coun- 
tries for projects to reform the 
country's banking system and 
boost oil and gas production. 

Still, the possibility for some 
surprise exists, given the desire of 
all the leaders not to make it look 
tike Mr. Gorbachev received so 
little in Western assistance that it 
weakens him at home. 

Germany, concerned that a 
Soviet economic collapse would 
cause massive headaches in its 
unification efforts, has led the 
way in pushing for more of a 
Western response, supported in 
that effort by France and Italy. 

“There is too much at stake 
simply to wait and see how the 
situation will further develop," 
argues German Foreign Minister 
Hans- Dietrich Genscher. 


Soviet supporters are con- 
tinuing to press for assistance 
approaching between $25 billion 
and $35 billion per year over the 
next five years. Those funding 
levels were envisioned by the 
Soviet and Harvard University 
economists who drafted the so- 
called “grand bargain” plan. 

However, the United States, 
Japan, Britain and Canada 
oppose aid anywhere dose to 
those amounts, contending the 
money would simply be wasted 
until die Soviets make more prog- 
ress in transforming to a free- 
market economy. That view is 
likely to win the day. 


The West set up a $1 billion 
stabilisation fund last year to 
bolster Poland’s currency, the 
zloty. 

Such an effort has a great deal 
of appeal in the West where 
business executives have com- 
plained for years that a big bar- 
rier to setting up Soviet opera- 
tions is that they can't take their 
profits out of the country without 
a convert! bly currency. 


sharply reduced tariffs fot Soviet 
exports to the United States.. 
There had been an expectation 
that Mr. Bush would announce 
the “most-favoured-nation’ ’ 
trade benefits at the summit, but 
Brent Scowcroft, Mr. Bush's 
national security adviser, told re- 
porters Saturday that technical 
problems were holding up au- 
thorisation of. the. tariff reduc- 
tions. 


There is an outside chance that 
the summit countries wifi agree to 
set op a currency stabilisation 
fend to be used by the Soviets when 
they launch their promised effort 
to make the ruble convertible 
into other currencies. The United 
States has expressed reservations 
about setting up the fund now. 


The need to make the ruble 
convertible was mentioned prom- 
inently by Mr. Gorbachev in a 
23- page letter he sent to each of 
the summit leaders, an appeal 
that Mr. Gorbachev tried to tailor 
to particular concerns m the 
West. 


He also dwelt on efforts under- 
way to cut Soviet military spend- 
ing by 29 percent, something that 
tiic United States and Japan have 
been stressing. 

One carrot that apparently 
won’t be extended in London is 


Mr. Scowcroft also suggested 
Saturday that the IMF and the 
World Bank may he asked to 
undertake another study of the 
Soviet economy to better deter- 
mine how the West can respond. 

Further study may be the 
easiest initiative to win agree- 
ment on. 


After all, that’s exactly what 
the seven summit countries did 
last year in Houston when they 
couldn’t break the impasse be- 
tween the countries supporting 
aid and those opposed. 


A head of Steam for reform Kuwait’s democracy 


A debate is raging in Britain these days over constitutional 
reforms. Labour Party MP Tony Ben writing in the 
Guardian, urges speedy action. 


THE pressure for fundamental 
reform of the British constitution 
has built up so rapidly that it is 
worth listing some of the factors 
that have led to the rising level of 
discontent with the status quo. 

It is by no means confined to 
one side of the political spectrum. 
Almost everyone — from the 
Euro-federalists on the right to 
the radicals on the left — seems 
to agree that Britain's democracy 
is seriously flawed; as do a majority 
of Scots, those who support prop- 
ortional representation or open 
government, and the growing 
number for whom the feudal 
array of Crown Prerogatives is 
becoming increasingly obsolete, 
restrictive and offensive. 

Corrupt patronage, defects in 
the administration of justice, the 
abuse of police and security ser- 
vice powers, the limitations im- 
posed by electors list politics, and 
our medieval parliamentary 
rituals have all contributed to 
public disillusionment. 

None of these issues is really 
new. and the reformers have al- 
ways been with us, but for half a 
century or more a wholly diffe- 
rent group of people has been 
saddled with the blame for our 
national decline. 

Political correspondents and 
leader writers have blamed Bri- 
tain's problems on the irresponsi- 
bility that is supposedly endemic 
in our society, as demonstrated 
by lazy workers, incompetent 
managers, militant shop stewards 
and political extremists. 

It hardly ever occurs to these 
opinion formers that a contribu- 
tory factor to our frustration 
might be the fact that at the very 
top of our society there is a great 
deal of flaunted privilege and 
power with very little accounta- 
bility to anyone. 

We have been given a lopsided 
view of reality, and the reporting 
of our affairs has been confined 
primarily to the conduct of the 
principal actors on the political 
stage as they engage in the elabo- 
rate partiamentary shadow-box- 
ing that often conceals an un- 
spoken agreement about the 
main issues of the day. 

Britain, it coukl be argued, is 
moving delicately towards a one- 
party state, creating a crisis of 
representation for those who bold 
alternative views or whose basic 
needs are not met. 

The collapse of authoritarian 
regimes in Eastern Europe and 
elsewhere has removed one of the 
props of the crude, scapegoating 
analysis. Popular movements for 
reform, freedom and democracy . 
in other countries .are attracting 
favourable attention here and in- 
spiring us to follow suit. 

People are beginning to realise 
that the world-wide explosion of 


technology has tended to central- 
ise economic, industrial and state 
power — private as well as public 
— in all countries. That process 
has made many of our institutions 
out of date and has, in turn, given 
birth to a mass of new soda! 
movements seeking to win for 
ordinary people some effective 
control over their destiny. 

The mechanisms by which Bri- 
tain is governed are deliberately 
cloaked in mystery, and discus- 
sion about them has been actively 
discouraged in the hope that the 


populace at large will accept that 
we have the best system in the 
world; that everyone, every- 
where. is green with envy at the 
near-perfection of our demo- 
cracy. 

But at last it is dawning on us 
that we are not citizens with 
entrenched rights, but subjects 
bound to the Crown by a network 
of absurd oaths of allegiance that 
require us to await, and obey, the 
orders that are handed down. 
This creates a political culture of 
subservience at every level, not 
least in the House of Commons. 

The prime minister, using the 
Royal Prerogatives, enjoys im- 
mense power to make war, sign 
treaties; agree to European Com- 


Benn’s proposed bill 


THE Commonwealth of Britain Bill has been drafted to 
bring together, in one place, all the issues now being 
discussed, and its basis is the belief that the ultimate 
sovereign power belongs to the people as a whole, not to the 
Crown or to ParliamenL 

.Those powers are only lent to the MFs we choose at each 
election, and they must be returned, intact, so that the 
electors can determine to whom they wish to entrust than 
next. 

Sovereignty does not mean we alone can determine our 
fate, nor does it imply splendid isolation, but it affirms our 
right to decide who shall make the laws and take toe 
decisions that allow ns to respond to situations that, by 
definition, no nation can hope to control. 

Such an approach requires decentralisation, so that those 
who make the decisions are the closest to the people who will 
be affected by them, and it is for this reason that the Bill I 
have drafted seeks to root all power back to tire people ova* 
whom it win be exercised. 

The test of democratic accountability for anyone with 
power requires us only to ask them these questions: what 
power do yon have?; where did you get it from?; in whose 
interests do you exercise it?; to whom are yon accountable?; 
bow can we get rid of you? 

□ In my BiO, a Charter of Rights and Freedom of 
Information Act are entrenched and monitored. Judges 
would have to be confirmed, magistrates would be elected, 
and there would be a national legal service. 

□ This new constitution is federal, democratic and secular, 
in which both houses of the Commonwealth Parliament — 
the House of Commons and an elected House of the People 
— as well as the national parliaments in England, Scotland 
and Wales, would have an equal number of men and 
women, would sit for a fixed four years, enfranchise 
everyone over 16 and grant general powers to local 
authorities. 

□ Britain’s international relations, our treaties and our links 
with the UN and the EC would be matters for the House of 
Commons to determine, as would the acceptance or 
rejection of foreign forces on oar soil and the oversight of 
our security sendees. 

□ British jurisdiction over Northern Ireland would ter- 
minate. 

□ There would be a complete separation of Church and* 
state. 

□ The legal status of the Crown, the Lords and the Privy 
Council would end. 

o And a president would be chosen by toe Commonwealth 
Parliament, with li i uit e d powers, taking a new oath, along 
with all public officials, to uphold the constitution itself. 

□ The Bill provides for a referendum before it could come 

into force, and among tire matters pot out to popular 
dec&on would be the choice of the electoral system to be 
.adopted. 


munity legislation; appoint minis- 
ters, peers, archbishops and 
judges; as well as determining 
who will head our public institu- 
tions — all without a legal re- 
quirement to consult anyone. 

The maintenance of strict offi- 
cial secrecy over all these dealings 
is the key to the acquiescence of 
the public in this charade. One 
recent example of this nonsense is 
the way in which a notional "life- 
long obligation of confidentiality 
to the Crown" has been used, as 
in the Spycatcher case, to conceal 
illicit operations by security ser- 
vices that have become a state- 
within-the-state. frith no effective 
legal restraint on their activities. 

There is now widespread con- 
cern at the steady erosion of our 
civil liberties, which has been 
going on for years. 

Pressure for constitutional 
change is necessarily political in 
character, and always has been. 
The barons at Runnymede in the 
thirteenth century... Cromwell 
and the Parliamentarians in the 
seventeenth... the Chartists in the 
nineteenth... the Suffragettes in the 
twentieth... Edward Heath and 
the Euro-party... Margaret 
Thatcher and her decision to 
abolish the Greater London 
Council — they were all engaged 
in politically motivated cam- 
paigns for constitutional change, 
and the two cannot be separated. 

I have introduced many consti- 
tutional reform bills, two of 
which — the 1963 Peerage Act 
and the 1975 Referendum Act — 
actually got on to the statute 
book, and I am not surprised at 
the extent of the interest and 
support that has been attracted 
since the publication in May of 
my Commonwealth of Britain 
Bill (see panel). 

But one word of warning is 
necessary: however good a con- 
stitution may look on paper, it 
will be meaningless unless it 
actually encourages strong poli- 
tical activity. 

A constitution is like an engine 
that requires steam to make it 
.work — even the most perfectly 
designed engine will not move 
without it. And however power- 
ful the head of steam, it will 
dissipate into hot air and there 
will be no forward movement if 
the engine itself is defective — as 
our constitutional engine man- 
ifestly is. 

Popular anger and frustration, 
which under our present constitu- 
tional system cannot be channel- 
led into effective action, is poten- 
tially dangerous, encouraging 
apathy, cynicism or even vio- 
lence. 

If the Commonwealth of Bri- 
tain Bill stimulates serious discus- 
sion, it will have served its im- 
mediate purpose, but I hope no- 
body suggests that we set op a 
Royal Commission into the Con- 
stitution. 

We must act — and act quickly. 


still far off 


By John K. Cooley 


LONDON — Under internation- 
al pressure, Kuwait's rulers have 
eased their harsh approach to 
those believed to have collabo- 
rated with Iraq. But with demo- 
cracy still far off, the country's 
non-Kuwaiti population, mainly 
about 200,000 Palestinians, faces 
an uncertain fate. 

The ruling family lifted martial 
law on June 26. Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Salim Al Sabah, the 
crown prince, commuted to life 
imprisonment 29 death sent- 
ences, handed down mostly to 
Palestinians, Jordanians and 
stateless Arabs. Civil courts con- 
tinued the trials of people sus- 
pected of collaborating with the 
occupying Iraqi forces. 

But more than three months 
after its liberation, and with free 
elections not scheduled until 
October 1992, Kuwait remains 
without a parliament or free 
democratic institutions. 

The ruling Sabah family seems 
to give little credit to the hun- 
dreds of thousands of Palestinians 
and other non-Kuwaiti Arabs and 
Asians, who, through skill and 
hard work, helped build tbe emi- 
rate’s prosperity. Instead, Kuwaiti 
officials say they want to dramati- 
cally reduce the numbers of such 
people in the country. 

The Kuwaiti ambassador m 
Washington, Saud Nasir Sabah, 
has confirmed that Kuwait would 
soon drive out many Palestinians. 
Work and residency permits, he 
said, would not be renewed. 
Other Guff states, he added, 
would follow suit. 

Critical U.S. congressmen, the 
ambassador said, are told. “If 
you’re so concerned about human 
rights and leaving 250,000 Palesti- 
nians in Kuwait, which really 
poses a threat to our security, 
we’ll be more than happy to airlift 
them to you free of charge, and 
you give them citizenship in the 
U.S." 

This led Arab commentators to 
wonder, in the words of a Jorda- 
nian columnist, whether by clas- 
sifying an entire community as a 
“security risk" and expelling it, 
the Sabah family would not be 
setting a precedent for Israeli 
settlers' groups and other Israeli 
rightists who advocate the “trans- 
fer" to Jordan of the Palestinians 
in the occupied West Bank. 

What Kuwait can get away 
with, runs this argument, brad, 
still defying the wishes of its U.S. 
benefactors to halt Jewish settle- 
ment in the occupied territories, 
should have no trouble carrying 
out. Mass expulsion of Palestinians 
would seem almost certain to lead 
to a new Israeli war with Jordan 
and probably Syria. 


The Sabah government says it 
wants Kuwaiti nationals to be- 
come, for the first time, a major- 
ity in their own country. Com- 
puterised records smuggled out of 
Kuwait during the war showed 
Kuwaitis making up only 40 per 
cent of the population, though 
the Kuwaiti ambassador put the 
figure at 28 per cent. Before an 
earlier series of deportations of 
Arab and Iranian nationals dur- 
ing the Iran- Iraq war, Jordanians 
and Palestinians accounted for 22 
per cent of the total. 


But with its policy of expul- 
sions, the Kuwaiti gover n ment 
does not seem to realise what it 
will be losing. The high academic 
and technical qualifications of the 
Palestinians, some of whom have 
been in Kuwait since the exodus 
from Palestine 1948, have earned 
them top jobs. But they were 
given neither Kuwait . passports 
nor civil rights. Most bold Jorda- 
nian passports or travel docu- 
ments issued by Egypt or 
Lebanon. 


Non-Kuwaitis set up toe coun- 
try’s legal system in 1958. A 
Palestinian judge, Ahmed Said 
Hijazj, and other Palestinian and 
Egyptian jurists were invited to 
Kuwait for that purpose. Based 
on separation of powers, toe judi- 
cial system was one of the best 
and most independent in the 
Arab World. 

But the military courts m op- 
eration after the war issued 
vengeful verdicts dearly harmful 
to Kuwait and toe cause of peace. 

Kuwait’s rulers must recognise 
that draconian penalties and de- 
portations, condemned by huma- 
nitarian bodies, governments and 
the United Nations, have no 
place in President George Bush's 
“new world order." . 

Surprisingly, Mr. Buslr has re- 
fused to pressure Kuwait to intro- 
duce democracy or improve its 
human-rights record or so 
Sheikh Saud reportedly 
claimed. ■- 

The San FrandsccrEbramiherof. 
June 17 quoted the - sheikh as 
saying that President Bush had 
told bim:-“Listen; Mr^ ASibass-’ 
dor, we didn’t fighrthjswar-for 
dwnooacy or those irnri&Dpn’t 
be intimidated by^ wbat's going- 


Kuwait has taken an ioiportani 
step in the ri^i^ dSxe^km: L &ul 
now the United Steles and' the 
allies who helped liberate Kuwati 
should help it tomove fasterand 
further. . 

The writer ; a~ Lon<kin-iiaseG 
correspondent 

the author of tl&foi iitoo:iif tig t , 
‘‘Playback: A/nenca&j Lopg, :Wsi 
an the Middle 

meat is reprinted from toe Inter- 
national Herald 
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Ae coafldeijce vottvbattk after 
i j8je Jtfaafin^ Brofecrboptf &foc 
announced its derisfop. to'. unani- 
.-ttHMasty >itfatK^d -itS: confidence 
i*P®. Mr- htei’s government. 

Althoo^j Mr. Masri boasted 
the support <rf bis cwti National 
-Bloc X17 members), the D«ho- 
cratic Btoc (9), independent fala- 
~nw (6) and sbaae of the liberals 
*ad_ independe n ts, h» - govena- 
nwt -still needed the. added 
sfatbgth of ibe Consfitution BIoc' 
to outweigh the Mus&m Brother- 
.^99** a™* its sympathisers. 

In their statement to the House; 
Tuesday, the3rofeerbood move- 
ment said h waswithhokling con- 
fidence because, it. opposed any 
peaceful settlement of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and called on their 
“friends” to withhold "heir votes - 
in order to bring the government 
down. 

Deputy Ahmad Qtaisb A! 
Azaiideh, the movement’s spokes- 
man, ac cu s ed Mr. Masri’s gov- 
ernment of being a “puppet of 
the United States” and said it 
would distance Jordan from “Iraq 
and demolish tbe national sit 
stand Jordan adopted during the 
Guif war.” 

While reiterating his move- 


-- meat's -decision to deny the 
Cabinet confidence,' Mr. Azaideh 
added that if it was to succeed in 
securing the confidence . of a 
majority among the deputies “it 
would be because of pressure on 
certain members.” 

: Observers believe that Mr. 
Azaideh was specifically referring 
to the Constitution Bloc's meet- 
ing wife fee King and senior 
officials, especially since the com- 
ment was handwritten at the end 
of fee Brotherhood's prepared 
and typed statement. 

Sources within the bloe reject 
the Brotherhood’s accusation as 
groundless. They maintain that 
the bloc was already tilting in 
favour of Mr. Masrfs govern- 
ment after they met him Monday 
evening. 

No details of the talks between 
fee bloc and Mr. Masri were 
immediately available. 

Many deputies who spoke at 
the House's Tuesday session 
asked for government assurances 
that it wiS refrain from pursuing 
bilateral talks with Israel and to 
seek coordination with Syria 
Lebanon, Egypt and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisnon. 

“We need assurances from the 
government feat it will not enter 
talks wife Israel without coordi- 
nating wife the four other parties 


involved in fee conflict." said 
Amman Deputy Fakhri Kawar, 
who was speaking on behalf of 
the nine-member Democratic 
Bloc. 

Independent Islamist. Amman 
Deputy Laith Shbeilat. called for 
constitutional reforms feat would 
give fee House more authority 
and strength. He proposed a 
reshuffle in Mr. Masri’s govern- 
ment to include all blocs and 
trends of political thinking in the 
House, including the Islamists. 

Mr. Shbeilat had earlier in the 
week told the Jordan Times he 
was withholding confidence from 
Mr. Masri but urging others not 
to follow suit. 

“There are those who say that 
this government came to negoti- 
ate wife Israel as if the former 
government was in armed strug- 
gle (with Israel,)" Mr. Shbeilat 
said rn a direct reference to the 
Muslim Brotherhood's criticism 
of this government compared 
with the bloc's derision to join its 
predecessor. 

Although no concrete breakup 
of votes was possible early in the 
confidence marathon, both fee 
government and fee deputies be- 
lieve that Mr. Masri will secure 
the needed majority of 4] votes 
and may be able to secure dose to 
SO votes by the time of voting. 


G-7 urges end to Israeli settlements 
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( CoMBa a ed from page 1) ' 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir as 
fee sole party rejecting the Bosh 
formula. 

Mr. Shamir, who wants to ex- 
clude the U.N. from fee peace 
process, turned down both Mr. 
Bush’s idea of having a U.N. 
representative without speaking 
rights attend the conference and 
his proposal for a conference that 
could be reconvened periodically 
if all parties agreed. ' 

The G-7 idea of freezing settle- 
ments- and suspending fee Arab 
boycott of companies doing busi- 
ness with Israel harked back to an 
idea first proposed by Mr. Baker 
on Ins first post-Gulf war Middle 
East mission in March. 

But when Mr. Baker 
the package, neither Israel nor 
tbe Arabs were interested, he 
later, told reporters. 

Israel has since stepped up its 
settlement drive in deliberate de- 
fiance of .the United States^while 
officials in Washington bavie 
threatened to block an Israeli 
request for loan guarantees worth 
$10 billion to help absorb Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. ' 

At fee same time as it was 
hurriedly pfenning fee Baker mis- 
sion, the Uni ted States won back- 
ing from its ummit partners for its 
uncompromising policy towards 
Iraq. 

Tire G-7 endorsed actions 
against Iraq and came dose to 
backing President Bush’s stance 
that sanctions should be main- 
tained until Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein was removed. 

“We intend to maintain sanc- 
tions against Iraq until all fee 
relevant resolutions of tbe Secur- 
ity Council have been im- 
plemented in full and tbe people 
of Iraq, as well as their neigh- 
bours, can live without fear of 
intimidation, repression or 
attack,” fee communique said. 

“As for fee Iraqi people, they 
deserve the"- opportunity to 
choose their leadership openly 
and democratically,” . 

Iraq has already been put on 
notice by Mr. Bush that it risks 
being attacked again unless . it 
discloses fee full extent of its 


nudear programme and surren- 
ders all nudear material to U.N. 
inspectors. 

Tbe five permanent members 
of the Security Council lait week 
set a July 25 deadline for Bagh- 
dad to comply. 

The summit noted feat more 
remains to be done to establish 
democracy in Kuwait, which 
allied forces freed from Iraq six 
months ago. 

“We look forward to the forth- 
coming elections in Kuwait and to 
an improvement of the human 
rights situation there and in the 
region." they said. 

In a special declaration on arms 
transfers and non-proliferation, 
tiie summit said: 

“We support the proposal for a 
universal register of amis trans- 
fers under the auspices of the 
United Nations and will work for 
its early adoption.” 

The statement built on the 
proposals of several G-7 mem- 
bers. 

But it stopped short of calling 
for a temporary ban on arms sales 
to areas of tension like the Mid- 
dle East, as some politicians and 
experts had suggested. 

• British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said a moratorium 
would have been “far too sweep- 
ing and not particularly helpful." 

Instead, the seven recognised 
that many states needed to buy 
weapons to ensure their security 
and right to self-defence. 

But they said the Gulf crisis 
had shown fee dangers of allow- 
ing a country like Iraq to acquire 
a massive arsenal far beyond the 
needs of self-defence. 

“We are determined to ensure 
such abuse should not happen 
again,*’ the declaration said. 

Mr. Hurd said: “The urgency 
of tackling this has been brought 
home to all of us by the Gulf 
war.” 

“We all accept that countries 
have the right to defend them- 
selves and that includes the right 
to buy arms to defend themselves 
.... but fee experience of Iraq and 
tbe Gulf war leads os to believe 
feat is not enough." 

Hie seven said a U.N. register 
would alert die world to attempts 


by countries to build their milit- 
ary might beyond a reasonable 
level. 

It said information should be 
provided to fee U.N. regularly 
after all arms sales had taken 
place and major arms exporters 
should develop a common 
approach to their sales policies. 

“All countries should refrain 
from amis transfers which would 
be destabilising or would exacer- 
bate existing tensions." the dec- 
laration said. 

It urged special restraint in 
sales of advanced technology 
weapons and components with 
possible military applications. 

The seven reaffirmed their sup- 
port for a total ban on chemical 
and biological weapons. 

“Use of such weapons is an 
outrage against humanity. In the 
event feat a state uses such 
weapons each of us agrees to give 
immediate consideration to im- 
posing severe measures against 
it,"# the declaration said. 

A U.N.,arms register was only 
one of the additional functions 
for the world body envisaged by 
fee G-7. 

In a separate political com- 
munique, the seven said: 

“Wc believe the conditions 
now exist for the United Nations 
to fulfil completely the promise 
and the vision of its founders." 

The communique said a key 
feature of the future international 
order would be “preventive di- 
plomacy.” making clear to poten- 
tial aggressors the consequences 
of tbeir actions. 

In setting out its vision of an 
expanded U.N. role, fee G-7 
called on all member states to 
make larger contributions for dis- 
aster relief. It suggested several 
different ways to make the world 
body more effective: 

— The designation of a high- 
level official answerable to fee 
U.N. secretary-general respons- 
ible for directing fee international 
response to emergencies. 

— An improvement in arrange- 
ments for transferring relief sup- 
plies to crisis areas. 

— A greater role for fee U.N. 
in wanting of impending crisis 
and better forward planning. 


Iraq formally 
asks for Arab 
inspection 

(Continued from page I) 

aiming to destroy Arab and Isla- 
mic dignity and pride." 

Iraq responded positively to 
U.S. and U.N. demands for in- 
spection of its nudear capabili- 
ties. Gen. Tahir said. He called 
fee threats of military attacks 
"unjustified blackmail." 

Gen. Tahir said Arab and Isla- 
mic countries should "reconsider 
their calculations and tighten 
their ranks to foil the plots and 
save what can be saved." 

U.N. disarmament experts said 
Monday they bad discovered a 
large unfinished uranium enrich- 
ment plant north of Baghdad that 
Iraqi authorities had not pre- 
viously disclosed. 

International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) Director Hans 
Blix said the find was an example 
of inconsistencies in Iraqi dec- 
larations of its nuclear materials. 

Under an April 3 Security 
Council ceasefire resolution. Iraq 
must reveal and scrap its weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Professor Maurizio Zifferero. 
in charge of IAEA nuclear in- 
spection teams in Iraq, told re- 
porters late Monday after addres- 
sing the Security Council that the 
hidden facility, near Al Sharqat. 
a village between Mosul and Tik- 
rit. was about 18 months away 
from production. 

He said the plant was identical 
to one Iraq had declared in Tar- 
mia. near Baghdad, for enriching 
uranium through an electro- 
magnetic method. Enriched ura- 
nium can be used to make a 
nuciear bomb. 

“The fact that only one of the 
twin facilities was recognised as a 
site for calulron activity is puz- 
zling because A! Sharqat is 
almost a carbon copy of the one 
they had declared," Prof. Zif- 
ferero said. 

Soviet Ambassador Yuli 
Vorontsov discounted an im- 
mediate military attack, saying: 
“We don’t know where these 
materials are hidden. Who are 
they going to attack?" 

All the experts asserted that 
Iraq had a clandestine atomic 
weapons programme. Iraq has 
maintained ihat its programme is 
for researching peaceful uses of 
atomic energy. 

Mr. Blix said the programme 
was so expensive it could not 
possibly have been used to pro- 
duce cheap .electricity. “Most 
people would say it was not 
plausible that this was a peaceful 
programme," he said. 

Another expert. Jay Davis 
from the Lawrence Livermore 
Laboratory in California, said 
Iraq’s uranium-enrichment facili- 
ties probably cost $4 to $8 billion 
to build. 

Iraq was using an expensive 
technology developed in the 
Manhattan project that produced 
the atomic bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima m 1945. This involves 
bulky electromagnetic isotope 
separation equipment, called 
calutrons. 

Rolf Ekeus, director of the 
U.N. Special Commission in 
charge of scrapping Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction, said 
be hoped the present information 
was complete. 

“But that cannot be a working 
proposition for the commission in 
light of past performances,” be 
said. 

“We have to continue the 
search and we will continue,” Mr. 
Ekeus said. 


PNC to meet 

(Continued from page I) 

The proposals will now be sub- 
mitted to Mr. Arafat for approv- 
al. 

PLO sources said dissident 
groups based in Damascus had 
been invited to attend but boycot- 
ted fee meeting which began in 
Tonis on Sunday led by PNC 
Chairman Sheikh Abdul Hamid 
Al Sayeb. 

The pro-Syrian Saika, the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine-General Command 
led by Ahmad Jibril. and the 
Salvation Front led by Khaled Al 
Fahoum, want a political agree- 
ment before they will rejoin PLO 
ranks. 

The Muslim fundamentalist 
movement Hamas, which is not 
currently a PNC member, did not 
attend the meeting either. It has 
demanded 40 per cent of the seats 
in the new parliament and that 
fee PLO harden its line on Israel. 


Baker sees possibility for peace talks 


(Continued from page ll 
coming forward, that clearly 
would be good for those who 
want peace" in the area. It is a 
very, very important step.” 

“They’ve made statements to 
us of wanting to do these things, 
and now- here will be a good 
test," Mr. Bush said after in- 
structing Mr. Baker to return to 
the region. 

Mr. "Bush said he was promp- 
ted by a “good response" from 
Mr. Assad in his letter on setting 
up a Mideast peace conference. 

“We're just going to go for- 
ward and keep pressing." Mr. 
Bush told reporters. 

Asked if Mr. Assad had agreed 
to the administration's proposal 
without any conditions. Mr. Bak- 
er said he did not want to go into 
details. 

He added ihat in Mr. Assad's 
letter, “there are some sugges- 
tions made in there that we want 


to discuss with him to make cer- 
tain that they are not in any way 
interpreted as conditions." 

Syria Tuesday urged leaders of 
the Group of Seven to put press- 
ure on Israel to withdraw from 
occupied Arab territories. 

Remarks by Syrian commenta- 
tors in the state-controlled media, 
appeared before the G-7 leaders 
in a draft communique called for 
the suspension of Israel’s settle- 
ment drive in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The Syrian commentators said 
that Syria's long-awaited accept- 
ance of the U.S. proposals was 
timed to grab utmost attention at 
the London summit, which began 
Monday. 

“Now that Syria has declared 
its position. ..the world and those 
seeking stability in the region 
have nothing left to do but put 
pressure on the rejectionist and 
belligerent side.” said Al Baath 


newspaper, organ of fee ruling 
party. 

The acceptance by Damascus, 
fee paper said, bad “confronted 
the big powers with their respon- 
sibilities to stop the Zionist claim 
feat fee Arabs are the obstacles 
to peace in fee region.” 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak was quoted Tuesday as 
saying it was up to Israel to make 
fee next mow in the Middle East 
peace process following Syria’s 
acceptance of the U.S. proposals. 

“The ball is now in fee court of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir.” Mr. Mubarak said in an 
interview published in the 
London-based Arabic daily A\ 
Hayat. 

Mr. Mubarak said he had dis- 
cussed with Mr. Assad fee letter 
to Washington. “I believe his 
reply is flexible which means that 
the ball is with Mr. Shamir,” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 


Perfect Solutions from Comcent 



Shop for perfect solutions at Comcent. The 
complete computer shopping centre. 

Here, you'll discover total turn key solutions 
for hardware, software, site preparation and 
training. 

Browse through a lull range of mini systems, 
personal computers, sophisticated networks, 
graphic tools for engineers and consultants, 
and a comprehensive selection of peripherals, 
accessories and consumables. 

And if you don't find your specific software 
requirements on Comcent shelves, we also 
have a solution for that, we'll tailor-make it for 
you and provide excellent support and 
maintenance facilities too endorsed by 
Comcent's long experience. 

Could you possibly find a better solution? 



(^OHiCent Trading and Contracting Co. 3 rd. circle. Prince Mohammad St. Phone 644246/7 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
. THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. MR FREtGHl 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN -KAWAR JL SONS 

tel. 60«676 604696 



* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - famished or unfur-! 
nished. 

I” Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details, pfpasel 
call ' 

lAbdonn Real! 


810605, 610609, 
“ 310520, 
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■Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p-m. 

' 7.-00 -Midnight ... 
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Amman’s 

'exclusive gift shop' 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain,, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmdsari - Grind! ays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasteour 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour ServkA 
■Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
30% Imrgmr 

From eaforft- 
20 x 30 cm 


Shmrisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 . 


RENT 

Saadi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 
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CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
sen/ice 

Air. Sea and Land 





STEAK HOUSE 
The best steak in town./ 
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[Chocolates & Silver 
Tel: 823000 
Abdoun 







Special Chinese Foods 
SUM Chinese Chefc 

| Ppm 12-y-JJP A 8-Q»/fja (feay] 

Mbi mar fe mUii 

Wteri Seva Road 
nw PbBaOBtptva Hotel 
[TaTmsa, Amman 
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AustraIia 

I Insurance Services 


A Unique Australian Experience 
In Jordan. 


ALL Types Of Insurance: 

• MOTOR • MEDICAL 

•HOUSEHOLD •CARGD 

•ARE •TRAVEL COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCOENT •ENGINEERING 


Jabal Amman = First Circle 
Tel: 610948 Fax: 612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUST1 JO. 
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The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


HUWTIX 
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Amman -Tel. 668193 
P O. Bov 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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U.S. wins 1st gold at 
World Student Games 


SHEFFIELD, England (API — 
A change in tactics let Brian 
Pajer interrupt China's winning 
streak in swimming Monday to 
capture the first U.S. gold medal 
in the men's 100-metre breast 
stroke at the 16th World Student 
Games. 

The 23-year-old Californian set 
the morning's fastest qualifying 
time of 1:03.65. His coaches 
thought that he could do even 
better. 

“Brian made a few tactical 
errors in the morning, primarily 
from the excitement of the meet 
itself," said Bob Oemmer, the 
U.S. assistant men's coach. 

After talking it over with head 
coach Jay Fitzgerald, Clem me r 
said, Pajer decided to change a 
few things: “They included being 
a bit more under control in the 
first -part of the race, which he 
was tonight." 

The result? Pajer clocked 
1:03.-21 to defeat Chen Jianhong 
of China, whose 1 :03 .59 was good 
enough for the silver medal. 

Some 5,000 competitors from 
111 countries are grappling for 
medals in 11 sports — swimming, 
athletics, diving, fencing, tennis, 
basketball, field hockey, vol- 
leyball, soccer, gymnastics and 
water polo. 

The games continue for ten 
days in this northern English city. 

On the first full day of competi- 
tion Monday. Chinese world 
champion swimmers made an im- 
mediate impact. 

Fifty-metre freestyle champion 
Zhuang Zong of China won the 


first gold medal of the games 
taking the women's 100-metre 
freestyle in 56.28. Teammate 
Wang Xiaohang took the silver in 
56.87, ahead of Canadian Andrea 
Nugent, who finished in 57.31. 

World 400m individual medley 
champion Lin Li set a games 
record, leading for the whole 
eight lengths and finsihing in 
4.42.56. Sheila Taormina of the 
United States finished second in 
4:52.10 and Canada's Patricia 
Noali took bronze in 4:52.17. 

Stephen Caron of France 
struck gold in the men’s 200 
metres freestyle and the Soviet 
squad won the women's 800m 
freestyle relay after a thrilling 
final length battle between Nata 
lia Trefilova and Karen Kraemer 
of the United States. 

But the Soviets finished 0.6 
seconds ahead at 8:14.48, while 
the Americans finished at 
8:14.54. 

The Soviets won the first gym- 
nastics gold but not without a 
fight from the Japanese. 

The Soviet squad of Andrei 
Kan, Kiril Tereschenko, Igor De- 
spalov and Nikolai Tikhonovich 
edged the Japanese 171.85 points 
to 171.75. 

They extended the win streak 
of the dominant Soviet men, who 
have won every major team com- 
petition they've entered since 
placing second to China at the 
1983 World Championships. 

China took the bronze with 
170.100 points, and the United 
States was third with 165.660 
points. 


Brazil beats Ecuador 3-1 


VINA DEL MAR. Chile (R) — 
Defending champions Brazil, 
saved by a last-minute goal, 
knocked out Ecuador 3-1 in a 
South American Soccer Cham- 
pionship group B match on Mon- 
day and scraped through to the 
finals on goal average. 

Brazil, in one of their poorest 
preformances in years, needed a 
two-goal advantage to pass Uru- 
guay and advance to the finals 
with Group B leader Colombia. 

Mazinho II converted in the 
eighth minute from a pass by 
Mauro Silva to give Brazil an 
early lead. 

But Munoz equalised four mi- 
nutes Taler heading in a rebound 
off the crossbar of a header by 
Ron from a corner, and the' 
match became a dramatic succes- 
sion of rapid counter-attacks that 
could have given either side vic- 
tory. 

A free kick by Brazil captain 
Neto hit the left post in the 15th, 
followed by a lone 80-metre 
breakaway by Ecuador attacker 
Aguinaga who missed the goal. 

Mazinho II hit the crossbar in 
the 40th with a high shot. 

Brazil coach Paulo Roberto 


Falcao, under heavy criticism for 
his squad's poor record that in- 
cluded a 2-0 defeat to Colombia, 
shook up his team for the crucial 
match, fielding Mardo Santos to 
replace Gottardo in defence. 

He also lefr Renato, Careca 
and Rai on the substitutes bench, 
and put on uncapped Bragantino 
striker Silvio and fellow club for- 
ward Mazinho II. 

Mardo Santos headed in a cor- 
ner in the 54th to rekindle Brazil's 
chances. 

But then Mazinho II was sent 
ofF for hitting a Ecuadorean de- 
fender and Brazil faced the last 14 
minutes with only 10 men, losing 
coordination to the point of quar- 
rels between their own players. 

Falcao substituted Careca for 
Silvio, who hardly touched the 
ball all game, and Luiz Henrique 
for captain Neto. 

One minute bom the end, Luiz 
Henrique broke away alone from 
the half way line and slammed 
home Brazil’s third, securing 
(heir place in the finals. 

Brazil faces favourites Argenti- 
na Wednesday and Colombia 
plays Chile in the six-match, 
round-robin final. 


Soccer group to assess 
S. African readmission bid 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
Confederation of African Footbal 
(CAF) delegation arrives in 
South Africa Wednesday to 
assess prospects for ending a 24- 
year ban on participation in world 
soccer. 

Solomon Morewa, general 
secretary of the non-racial South 
African Football Association 


(SAFA), said: “We are certain 
that CAF will endorse our return 
to the international game 
after seeing for themselves the 
progress we have made.” 

“I know they will be impressed 
with the non-racialism we have 
achieved at grassroots level," 
Morewa told the South African 
Press Association. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
C1991 TrAuna Modi Services. Inc 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*982 TAK103 vJ7652 46 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
club. What do you respond? 

A. — We know there is a school that 
believes in responding one heart 
with this type of hand, but include 
us out. Since partner will show 
hearts if he has four, our preference 
is for one diamond. That will leave 
us well placed for any rebid partner 
might make. 


Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you' bold: 

«K983 KG 0752 *KJ53 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 y, 1 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. -J— Partner’s vulnerable overcall, 
even at the one-level, must show a 
reasonable hand, close to an open- 
ing bid. A jump raise to three spades 
is invitational, asking partner to go 
on to game with a sound overcatl, 
and that bid best describes your 
band. 


*73 ‘TAQJ53 vKJ9 *763 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 3 '7 Pass 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Although partner has shown a 
maximum in support of hearts, you 
have no slam interest. While we 
would not fault four hearts much: 
we think three no trump, showing a 
balanced hand (you have already 
promised five hearts), is more 
descriptive. 


Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A105 vK976 VAQ102 *AI0 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — No matter what the range of 
your one-no-trump opening bid, 
you have a super-maximum in sup- 
port of hearts. Tell partner of the 
good news by making the cheapest 
cue : bid available, in this case, three 


Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

*A105 TK976 v AQ102 *A10 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 T 

3 * Pass 3 NT 

; 

What do you bid now? 

A. — The obvious bid is four hearts. 
However, your hand is so good that 
we think it merits another move 
toward slam, especially' since you 
can do so below game-level. Cue-bid 
four clubs. 


Q.4- — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*73 7AQJ53 vEJ9 *763 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 3 T Pass 

3 * Pass 3 NT Pass 

4 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Despite your denial of slam 
interest, partner has not given up 
and has made Another slam try. You 
should cooperate since you. too, can 
do so below four hearts. Bid four 
diamonds. Look at the combined 
holdings of o & 6— a heart slam is 
m excellent venture. 


Aouita is Ihack on winning track 


NICE. France (R) — Moroccan 
middle-distance supremo Said 
Aouita returned to the winning 
track at last with a morale- 
boosting men's 1,500 metres vic- 
tory at the Nice Athletica Grand 
Prix. 

It was the first triumph of the 
season for Aouita, world record 
holder over the distance, who has 
been recovering from injury. 

He moved to the front just 
before the bell and. without hav- 
ing to produce his magnificent 
final burst of old, managed to 
hold off the challenge of Austra- 
lian Pat Scammell and Matthew 
Yates of Britain. 

Aouita won' in three minutes 
37.46 seconds, a time exactly 
eight seconds off the world record 
he set six years ago in Berlin but a 
boost to his hopes of winning gold 
at the forthcoming World Cham- 
pionships in Tokyo. 

The Moroccan, who had 


surgery on the calf muscles of 
both legs in June last year, had 
accumulated defeats since his re- 
turn to the track this season. 

Before the race he had said he 
wanted a time of around 3:37 to 
show he was well on the way to 
success in Tokyo. 

He plans to run one more race 
— 5.000 metres in St Denis near 
Paris Friday before the World 
Championships. 

There were four 1991 world 
bests to celebrate. 

Algerian Noureddine Morceli 
knocked four seconds off the best 
of the season to win the men's 

3.000 metres in 7:37.34, beating 

10.000 metres Olympic champion 
Brahim Boutayeb and world 
cross-country champion Khalid 
Skah, boih of Morocco, in the 
process. 

Ana Fidelia Quirot of Cuba 
dipped 0.57 off her previous best 
run of the season to win the 


women's 800 metres in 1:57.34, 
just edging out Ella Kovacs of 
Romania. 

Briton Liz McColgan took the 
women's 3,000 metres in 8:39.23 
seconds, more than two seconds 
inside the previous best of the 
season by Mnrie-Pisrre Duros of 
France. 

American Sandra Farmer- 
Pa trick beat her own best with 
53.54 in the the women's 400 
metres hurdles. 

American 100 metres world 
record holder Leroy Burrell had a 
winning outing in the 200 metres 
but his time of 20.50, just 0.03 
ahead of Frankie Fredericks of 
Namibia, was far from impressive 
fora man of his undoubted class. 

European 400 metres cham- 
pion Roger Black of Britain, back 
to brilliant form of late, was well 
beaten by Roberto Hernandez of 
Cuba, who docked 44.65 to 
black's 45.03. 



Said Aouita 


Breukink, team mates drop out of Tour de France 


SAINT-HERB LAIN, France (R) 
— Pre-race favourite Erik 
Breukink of the Netherlands, 
along with the rest of the PDM 
team, has dropped out of the 
Tour de France cycle race after 
being struck by a mystery illness. 

It is the first time since the tour 
started in 1903 that an entire 
team have been forced to with- 
draw because of illness. 

“Nothing indicates that the 
PDM riders suffer from food 
poisoning." race doctor Gerard 
Porte said. It’s a bacterial infec- 
tion, but we will have to wait until 
we get the results of tests under 
way to be more predse.” 

PDM team director Jan Jisbers 
said Tuesday Breukink, Sean 


Kelly of Ireland, Raul Alcala of 
Mexico and Jos Van Art of the 
Netherlands were running fevere 
and did not not start the ilth 
stage from Quimper to Saint- 
Herblain. 

Breukink, third in the overall 
standings behind defending 
champion Greg Lemond of the 
United States, lost his other five 
team mates during Monday's 10th 
stage from Rennes to Quimper. 

Dutch rider Nico Verhoeven 
and Germany's Uwe Raab were 
not able to start the stage, while 
Belgium's Jean- Paul Van Poppel 
and Martin Earley of Ireland did 
not find the strength to finish. 
German Falk Boden was elimin- 
ated for arriving too late in Quim- 


per. 

PDM were one of the strongest 
teams in this year's tour and 
Breukink, Kelly and Alcala were 
all in the top 10 overall placings. 
Kelly was sixth and Alcala ninth. 

“It's a pity to lose such a strong 
team and riders like Breukink. 
Kelly or Alcala but the race must 
go on.” said race director Jean- 
Marie Leblanc. “We will soon be 
able to tell exactly what the ill- 
ness was." 


yellow jereey, but was still re- 
garded as one of the American's 
most dangerous rivals. 

Spaniard Miguel Indurain im- 
mediately benefited from 
Breukink's withdrawal, jumping 
to third place overall, two mi- 
nutes and 17 seconds behind 
Lemond. 


Time trial specialist Breukink 
finished third in last year’s tour 
and was favoured by many to win 
this year’s race. He did badly in 
Saturday's time trial, after which 
Lemond seized the race leader's 


Frenchman Charly Mottet won 
the 11th stage, a 246- kilometre 
ride. Belgium's Johan Museeuw 
was second and Djamolidine 
Abdoujaparov of the Soviet Un- 
ion third. 

Defending champion Greg 
Lemond of the United States 
retained the race leader's yellow 
jersey. 


Seles’ absence was caused by injuries 


MAHWAH, N.J. (AP) — Moni- 
ca Seles, the Greta Garbo of 
Tennis, ended her self-imposed 
silence and seclusion Monday. 

In a statement issued by her 
Cleveland-based agent. Interna- 
tional Management Group 
(IMG). Seles revealed that the 
celebrated injuiy which led to her 
withdrawal from Wimbledon last 
month was “shin splints and a 
slight stress fracture in my left 
leg." 

Seles, whose whereabouts and 
health have been a mystery, is 
scheduled to re-emerge this week 
for an exhibition event in north- 
ern New Jersey. 

Her brother and manager, Zol- 
tan. confirmed Monday that the 
world’s top-ranked player will 
play in the Pathmark Tennis Clas- 
sic at Ramapo College. Although 
Seles was scheduled to play in the 
Hardcourt event. Tournament 
Director John Korff was not 
absolutely certain she was coming 
until he got the word from Zoltan 
in a phone call from Seles' home 
in Sarasota. Florida. 

"He said Monica is fine, that 
she's practicing and playing 
great." Korff said. "He said she’s 
looking forward to playing here." 

Seles, yet to speak publicly 
about her withdrawal from 
Wimbledon, will hold a news 
conference at Ramapo Wednes- 



Monica Seles 

day, the day before she plays her 
opening match in the tourna- 
ment. 

In the statement issued Mon- 
day by IMG. Seles said she might 
have gone public earlier, "but 1 
did not want to make a statement 
with contradicting facts in it be- 
cause I might have misled my fans 
and the public. Now that I have a 
clear idea of what my injury is 
and how to prevent it from hap- 
pening in the future. I feel com- 
fortable speaking about it. 

"I do not know the exact 
medical terms, but the doctor 
who has worked with me di- 
agnosed shin splints and a slight 
stress fracture in my left leg. The 
injury’ first occurred in March 
1991. and at the French Open 


during practice I hit my left leg 
with my racket on the same spot 
and re-injured the leg." 

Seles. 17, hasn't played a 
match since beating Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario in the French Open 
final on June 8. Citing an unspeci- 
fied injury casued by a "minor 
accident,’’ she withdrew from 
Wimbledon three days before the 
tournament started on June 24 
and then dropped out of sight. 

Since then, there have been 
Seles sightings in Colorado and 
Florida and rampant rumours ab- 
out her physical status, including 
reports that she was pregnant, 
suffering from shin splints and 
recovering from an auto accident. 

“I would also like to take this 
opportunity to clarify and dear 
up all the speculation and 
rumours," Seles' statement said. 
“Without dignifying any of the 
specific rumours. 1 would like to 
definitively state that I have had 
absolutely no problems other 
than a leg injury. 

"My leg is now feeling fine, 
and l am- very excited about 
plating tennis again. I look for- 
ward to strengthening my No. 1 
ranking and most importantly 
having fun and enjoying myself." 

Because of the mystery sur- 
rounding Seles, her appearance 
in Mahwah could turn into a 
media circus. The tournament 


has issued 141 pres* credentials, 
three times more than last year 
when Steffi Graf and Jennifer 
Capriati were the main attrac- 
tions. 

Reporters, however, are not 
the only ones who want to speak 
with Seles. 

Gerard Smith, executive direc- 
tor of the Women’s Tennis Asso- 
ciation, has been trying to get in 
tough with her since she pulled 
out of Wimbledon and was fined 
$6,000. Smith would like to know 
why she skipped the most impor- 
tant tournament in the World and 
ruined her chances for a rare 
sweep of the four Grand Slam 
titles. 

Smith doesn't plan to attend 
the Mahwah tournament, but 
said he hopes to reach Seles on 
the phone sometime this week. 

*Tm anxious to speak with her 
and I think she's anxious to speak 
with us.” Smith said. “There's 
obviously been a communication 
problem and we’d like to clear 
that up." 

Officials at the Federation Cup 
also would like to hear from 
Seles. 

Seles is expected to represent 
her native Yugoslavia in the 32- 
nation tournament next week in 
Nottingham. England, but Fed- 
eration Cup officials haven't 
spoken to her since Wimbledom. 


Peanuts 


I CAN T 5HARE THIS WITH 
YOU.. THEY 5AY ICE CREAM 

isn't good for dogs... 

-U 



AND IF YOU STARE AT ME 
LIKE THAT, YOU'RE GOING 
TO SPOIL IT FOR ME.. 




Andy Capp 



IT TAKES A WHILE. THEY'RE I 
ALWAYS MORE INTERESTED 
ABOUT WHO'S RIGHT THAN 
WHAT'S RIGHT kot 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 


tori dear, bridge night* 
pUdORu 
MV HAIR* 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JULY 17, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

cherished wish that has been de- 
layed and means so much to you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good day to look over all your 
assets and liabilities and to think 
out a more specific plan so you can 
live the year ahead more in alliance 
with a spirit of abundance. 


ARIES: l March 21 to April 19) Get 
set for the pleasures that mean the 
most to you and make appoint- 
ments with congenial companions 
for reservations at dinner or enter- 
tainments. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your own residence is the seal of 
activity now so even though you 
are in the world of outside activity 
make sore that you do think how to 
improve home conditions. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is the day to get out in the world of 
action to see and discuss (he Furure 
with those m the know and to shop 
and do errands. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21 ) You want more money but 
if you have to have it's essential 
you think big 3nd not to be con- 
cerned with the little details of 
financial matters. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can be primp and preen and do 
what brings you more success in 
gening your hangon so prepare for 
the kicks you Hke so much for 
tomorrow. 


ber 21) This is the time to make 
sure you have the confidence and 
good will of those in power by 
letting them sec you are a solid 
citizen. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever others 
expect of you is all right so long as 
you adopt a new standpoint and do 
not hold on to the same old tired 
out way of doing things. 
CAPRICORN; (December 22 to 
January 20) Now you are able to 
find that way io attend to some 
obligation that has been a pain in 
the neck with less annoyance than 
it has caused you- 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) There are a number of 
points of controversy you can take 
up with an associate and in discus- 
sions before them you came to a 
better understanding. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your day to beautify and to 
improve your surroundings so that 
they glisten and shine or have more 
colour and artistic meaning ro you 
and family. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Behind the scenes, you are able 
to operate well and to get your own 
allies to go along with what you 
want them to do but it must be in 
confidence. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You can join your efforts now 
with friends and acquaintances 
who are able to help you get that 


Today's chOd: If your child were 
bom today he or she listens too 
much to suggestions and directions 
from those wbo have their own 
axes to grind. Setting their own 
pace and picking their own direc- 
tion is a must for this chart in order 
for them to find trig success and 
acceptance in the world commun- 
ity. 


"The stars impel, they do riot 
compel. “ What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“So there! How do YOU like it?!?" 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, io form 
tour ordinary words. 


: 


STURB 


nj 

m 



©«* ■«» 


ESTUG 



□ 

□ 

□ 



FRILP 






□ 

□ 



GEEREM 


TT 



WHAT THE LANE? - 
LORD'S PROMISES 
ARE OFTEN NO 
BETTER THAN. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


« cnmni 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: AWOKE RANCH PASTRY TRUSTY 


Answer. What he did before he could get the job as 
spaghetti chet— "PAST-A" TEST 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey L 


Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Pope's triple 
crown 

6 Heb. month 
10 Bronze-and Iron 
1* Feh< or Luther 
1 5 Emerald Is4g 
IS Electrical umt 
17 CA strait 

19 A Logan 

20 Crafty 

21 Fastener 

22 Ante pan 

24 Astronomical 
unit 

26 Deputy 

27 Beet 

30 Selected 

32 — daggers 
(glare) 

33 "Unde Tom's 
Cabin" author 

34 B<g bird 

37 Difficult choice 
40 Unlawful 
<2 Ancient 
43 Tanner 

45 Tai Mahal she 

46 Herds 
48 Diminish 

50 Shakespearean 
sewit 

52 Try hard 
54 Jamaican music 

56 — sapiens 

57 a least — 
famine 

60 Heroic tate 

61 Poe story 

64 Roman way 

65 Memo 

68 — da gamba 
67 Jew® airy stone 

66 Mimic 

69 Gng catcher 



a* Dtwwl' 


DOWN 

1 Labels 

2 Fahse god 

3 Confederate 

4 Blushing 

5 Stadia 

6 Sponsorship 

7 Patois 

6 Gartunkef 

9 Ridge oi rocks 
10 Get even (or 


11 Product of 
fabled goose 

12 Author Glasgow 

13 Begin 

13 Not a one 

23 Artist's need 

24 Prod 

25 Singing 
group 

27 Actor Ray 

28 Render turbid 

29 Vamp's km 
31 "Woe" bird 
33 Markdown 

events 

35 Horse 

36 — Bator 
36 Money 
39 1004 

41 Comlort 
44 Art lover 
4? Look upon 

46 Luxurious 
auto 

49 Develop 

50 Musical 
beat 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


QHEin raanoH nunn 
RnSB PIGS™ ttnncl 
naHninagH mnnnna 
rtnnKS ra S ranniR 

nnrcrcn RGnmiunnn 
RHFinacr rdbnn nnn 
nliE^n BPJShh J E n"n 

{ZJBrj rjnnn nnrjumn 
nrasHnraiBBni nrcaRu 
onnri 

nranSPH RQnnnnno 
reranoR rninn 




59 Bacterial culture 


53 0 a K Uar °' SrOpe 

|5 Volcano In Sicily 62 oSSnce 1 ' 

56H^S 8 2i Gr ' COm Sms . 

.58 Hold sway (todefWtwy) 
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ESlZSliBHi 

1 MTH 

3MTHS 

6 MTHS 


5,93 

6-06 

6.50 

6.66 


10.75 

10.66 

Deolsdx Mark' 

8.75 

9. CO 

9.12 

9 .IS 

Swiss Franc 

7.61 

7.75 

7.75 

7.62 

French Franc 

9.37 - 

9.37 

9.37 

9.43 

Japanese Van 

7.43 

7.53 

7.37 

7.25 

European Currency Unit 

9.36 

. 9.66 

9.61 

9.87 


l6.-7/J99f 


j Meta) . “ 

I'SD'Oz 


Metal 

USDJOz 


1E31 

369.25 

7 .20 

Stiver 

4.38 

.10 


. * 21 Km 

Caatsal Bank of Jordan Ex cbuig* Rm Be Botin 

Data: 


16/7/1991 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

li-S. Dollar - ■ 

.6*5 

.686 

Sterling Posad 

1.1304 

1.136 ? 

Deutsche Mark 

.3621 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
oo the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 1.6500/10 

One U.S. dollar 1.1461.66 

1.7915/22 
2.0185/95 
13545/52 

- 36.88/92 
6.0820/70 
1334/1335 

- 136.90/137.00 

. . . 6.4800/50 

6.9820/70 
. ‘ 6.9260/10 

One ounce of gold 36830/369.00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian, francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Tel: 677420 


Think Big 


Show: 5:15. 8:30. Ifc30 p.m. 


Ninja Turtles 


Stow: 3:30. 6:45 p.m. 


Tel: 67, 



Jordanian, Japanese firms 
to resume talks on new 
fertilizer plant next week 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Plans to set up an 
additional fertilizer plant at 
Aqaba with Japanese participa- 
tion are expected to be given a 
final shape in talks here next 
week with a Japanese delega- 
tion representing a consortium 
of four major trading groups. 

"We hope to discuss and 
finalise all details related to 
capital and equity and other 
relevant issues during our 
talks.** said Wasef Azar. 
director-general of the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC). 

The JPMC and the Arab 
Potash Company will be 
Jordanian partners in the joint 
ventc re. 

Envisaged capital for the pro- 
ject. to be set up at the indust- 
rial free zone adjoining the 
JPMC fertilizer plant at Aqaba, 
is between S5U million and $70 
million. Mr. Azar told the 
Jordan Times. 

Although Mr. Azar did n««t 
specify any figure or percentage 
as Japanere participation in the 
project, industry sources said 
the four-member consortium's 
contribution would be 60 per 
cent of the equity, tentatively 
set at $24 million. 

The Jordanian share will he 
in the form of local infrastruc- 
ture and raw materials in addi- 
tion to capital financing, which 
the Kingdom hopes to raise in 


the form of soft loans from 
external sources. 

The entire annual output of 
the plant — estimated at 
3UO.UUG tonnes of compound 
fertilizers — will he exported to 
Japan. 

Mr. Azar expected the plant 
to employ not less than I (JO 
skilled and semi-skilled person- 
nel. 

The Gulf crisis had delayed 
the project., which was under 
discussion since I9KV and was 
expected to be finalised during 
a visit to Jordan by Japanese 
Prime Minister Toshikt Kaifu in 
August lasr year. The visit did 
not take place until later in the 
year, and the Gulf crisis 
preempted any follow-up dis- 
cussions on the proposal 

Mitsubishi, one of the com- 
mercial giants in Japan, is lead- 
ing the consortium. Names of 
the other three Companies in 
the group were not immediately 
available. 

The Japanese ambassador to 
Jordan. Taduki Nonnyama. has 
said that the Tokyo government 
is encouraging the Japanese pri- 
vate sector to invest in indust- 
rial joint ventures in Jordan 
under direct arrangements. 

Japanese multinationals — 
all of whom packed up and icit 
Jordan .it the height of the Cult 
crisis — have returned to the 
Kingdom and some ol them 
have revived interest in contri- 
buting to marketing abroad 



Wasef Azar 

Jordanian products, including 

phosphates, potash jnd deriva- 
tives. 

The Arab Potash Company is 
planning a SJW> million expan- 
sion project at its plant in the 
south on the Dead Sea. Ambi- 
tious long-term objectives of 
the company involve a total 
investment of over S2.5 billion 
ill the same site to diversity its 
product ion to include at least 25 
to 30 mineral and chemical 
extracts from the Dead .V.i. 

Plans to >cl up joint phos- 
phate and teriili/er protects 
worth nearly S5oo million in 
Jordan with Indian participa- 
tion appear to have been 
shelved after the major Indian 
firm involved in discussions has 
run into problems at home. 


U.S. report expects budget 
deficit to reach $348h in ’92 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The budget deficits through 1996. 
Bush administration's mid-year Both the Bush and Reagan admi- 
budget review Monday forecast nistrations repeatedly and incor- 
back-to-back record deficits this redly have forecast die deficit to 
year and next, blaming the tidal disappear within a few years, 
wave of red ink on the bailout of The new extended forecasts 
bankrupt banks and savings and (and the now-outdated February 
loans. projections) are: 1993, $245.7 bil- 

In a report to Congress. Office lion ($201.5 billion); 1994. $132. 1 
of Management and Budget billion ($61 .8 billion >; 1995, $73.6 
Director Richard Barman said billion ($2.9 billion), and 1996, 
the deficit in fiscal year 2991 $55.5 billion ($19.9 billion sp- 
ending Sept. 30 will be $282.2 plus). 

billion — $35.9 billion less than Unlike last year, when the 
the administration projected in threat of automatic spending cuts 
February. under the Gramm-Rudman 

But, the deficit will swell to budget law loomed, the deficit 
$348.3 billion in 1992 — $67.4 projections are creating little stir. 


billion more than forecast five 
months ago, the report said. 


An accord reached last fall 
between the administration and 


elsewhere in the budget. 

Mr. Darman. in an accompany- 
ing letter to House Speaker Tho- 
mas Foley pinned much of the 
revision in 1991 and 1992 on 
unexpected swings in spending 
for the Gulf war and rescues of 
ailing financial institutions. 

In the current year, the war will 
actually prove to be a moneymak- 
er for the government, which 
expects to collect $48.2 billion 
from its allies and spend only 
$24.2 billion, the report said. 

The total cost of the war should 
total $61. 1 billion, including 
spending of $16.8 billion in 1992 
and $6.2 billion in 1993. 


Kodak pays 
Polaroid 
$925 m 

NEW YORK (R) — Eastern 
Kodak Co. paid Polaroid Corp. 
$925 million Monday to end a 
bitter 15-year legal battle over 
infringing patents on instant 
cameras and films, both com- 
panies said. 

The payment and settlement 
came as a surprise and put to rest 
a lengthy appeals process in a 
case that began in 1976 when 
Kodak entered the instant photo- 
graphy business. Analysts 
thought the case could have drag- 
ged on for another year. 

Polaroid, the pioneer in the 
field, had filed suit to block 
Kodak's entry into the business, 
saying the company had infringed 
Polaroid patents. 

A U.S. court ruled in Polar- 
oid's favour in 1985 and Kodak 
exited the business a year later, 
but it was not until last year that a 
judge ser damages of just over 
$900 million. 

Polaroid had sought triple 
damages. Industry analysts had 
expected the award to be $1.5 
billion to $2 billion. 

Both sides appealed against the 
damage award but agreed to drop 
all pending litigation as part of 
the settlement. 


Big Saudi 
firm plans 
$107 million 
paper plant 

MANAMA (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia's National Industrialisation 
Company (NIC) said it was plan- 
ning to set up an affiliate com- 
pany to manufacture paper to 
reduce dependence on imports. 

A statement from the Riyadh- 
based firm said several Saudi 
investors were meeting Wednes- 
day to decide on their contribu- 
tions to the 400-million-riyaJs 
($107 million) venture. 

Company sources expected 
half of the new company's shares 
would go to founding NIC share- 
holders and the other half would 
be offered to the Saudi public. 

Several foreign firms were will- 
ing to take on the venture, at the 
Red Sea port of Yanbu, but bids 
would only be accented after the 
National Company for Paper 
Manufacturing had been formed, 
the sources said. 


Both deficits, if realised, would Congress for all practical pur- 
surpass the previous yearly re- poses scrapped the targets. The 
cord of $221.1 billion set in 1986. agreement instead requires that 
In a break with past practice, new spending be offset with 
the report projects substantial either new taxes or offsetting cuts 






TOKYO — Stocks trailed off to a slightly lower close after a day 
of dull featureless trading, brightened only by the big four brokers 
reentering the market. Tie 225-share Nikki average ended down 
83.89 points or 0.36 per cent at 23,375.15. 

SYDNEY — The stock market drifted in listless trading, ending 
the day slightly higher after a lack of solid leads. The All 
Ordinaries Index ended up 2.0 points at 1541.2. 

FRANKFURT — Shares were again mixed in listless trade stifled 
by summer holidays and lingering uncertainies about German tax 
policies on interest income. The Dax Index eased 2.72 points to 
1,643.85. 

ZURICH — Shares closed slightly firmer on moderate volume. 
Chemicals led the market higher while other sectors were quiet. 
The SPI Index dosed up 3.4 at 1,124.7.. 

PARIS — The bourse turned modest gains into a net dosing loss 
after the Bank of France left interest rates unchanged despite 
good French inflation figures. The CAC-40 Index ended at 
1.755.51, off 4.26 points. 

LONDON — Shares dosed at record end-day values after a rosier 
view of the economy and fears of missing out on a major rally 
tempted a surge of early buying. The FTSE Index dsoed 24.3 
points np at 2,556.8. 

NEW YORK U.S. blue chips traded in a tight range at 

mildly lower levels in choppy midday activity. The broad market, 
helped by steady bond prices, held firm. The Dow was off three at 
about 2988. 


'Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


TO LET 

To let preferably to an international or to a diplomatic 
organisation. A building situated in Amman Tlaa’ Al 
Ali. One of the most attractive residential areas near 
Al-Yubeel roundabout. 

The building is of super luxury standard. 

For more information contact 
Tel (02) 241629 or (02) 241020 from 8:00 hrs to 13:00 

hrs. 


The Department of Antiquities announces that 
because of Jerash Festival 91, the sound and light 
programme at the old city will be stopped as of 
July 17 until Aug. 3. 



CLEANING SERVICE 

JO 12 'or cleaning a set of sofas 

300 fils per metre, for cleaning wall-to-wall carpets 

AJ Amaf Est 
Tel: 751363 

Just call us. Our staff is ready to help. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment: 2 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms. 2 
fantastic verandas, modem kitchen, L-salon, colour TV, tele- 
phone, central heating & intercom. Location: Jabal Amman in a 
quiet residential & safe area, 3rd Circle. 

Also one small apartment: 2 small furnished bedrooms available 
with veranda. 

N.B.: No water problem. 

Call tel.: 641345, from 6-10 a.m. 3-8 p.m. Friday alt day. 


UNBEATABLE OFFER 

Stay at The 

Al Cazar Hotel 

for 3 nights but only pay for 2 nights 
Scuba experience free of charge 
Contact us for more details 

Tel: 03 314131/2, Fax: 03 314133, Tlx: 62242 


FURNISHED ROOF APARTMENT ~ 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms and salon, with central heating 
and telephone. Fourth floor, with lift and separate boiler. 
Location: Abdullah Ghosheh Street, Al Khair Building, 
opposite Al Jeel Club, near Royal Automobile Club 
entrance (drivers’ training). 

Please contact tel. 823420 from 3-8 p.m. Thursday 
18/7/91. 


Foreign banks benefit 

Gulf depositors 
suffer over BCCI 


DUBAI (R) — The closure of 
BCCI holdings’ main banking op- 
erations by world central banks 
for alleged fraud is frightening 
many Gulf depositors into switch- 
ing funds to foreign-owned 
banks, bankers said. 

Confidence has been upset by 
confusion over the impact of the 
BCCI affair on local banking and 
few comments from the central 
bank of the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). home to The ruling 
family of Abu Dhabi who are 
majority owners of BCCI, they 
said. 

“1 don’t think there is any 
question that we are seeing 
money move from local banks. 
It’s what I would expect without a 
firm statement yet from the cen- 
tral bank,” said one UAE-based 
foreign banker. 

No one knows how much 
money is being affected, although 
BCCI’s UAE-based subsidiary 
Bank of Credit and Commerce 
(Emirates) (BCCE) said it lost 
$55 million worth of deposits in 
the four days after two BCCI 
banks were shut down. 

The family of Sheikh Zaid Ben 
Sultan Al N ah ay an, Abu Dhabi 
ruler and president of the UAE, 
own 77.4 per cent of 
Luxembourg-bared BCCI with a 
few other Abu Dhabi institutions 
and individuals. 

The Nicosia-based Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) said 
Monday that Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Khali fah Ben Zaid Al 
Nahayan was the single biggest 
shareholder with 35.03 per cent. 

BCCI shareholders could face 


claims estimated at anything from 
$4 billion to S15 billion, if BCCI 
goes under completely. 

The UAE centra] bank said it 
had confidence in BCCE, which 
is still operating, the day after 
monetary authorities closed down 
Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International S. A. (BCCI) and its 
Cayman Islands sister BCCI 
Overseas on July 5. 

But it stopped short of saying it 
would back the bank as the len- 
der of last resort and has declined 
comment on the issue since then, 
the bankers said. 

Although BCCI has direct 
shares only in BCCE and Oman- 
based National Bank of Oman, 
the issue has raised old fears over 
the soundness of some locally- 
incorporated banks, the bankers, 
said. 

Over half the UAE’s 15 local 
banks have assets well under $1 . 
billion, a few little more than 
$100 million. No Omani bank 
save National Bank of Oman has 
assets anywhere near $1 billion, 
available balance sheets show. 

Local governments have so far 
preferred to protect the smaller 
banks but “some are not big 
enough to face the kind of (finan- 
cial instability from) political 
crises we get in this region,” said 
a UAE bank manager. 

BCCE is one of the biggest 
UAE banks with SI. 57 billion of 
assets as of Dec. 31. 

Depositors say that BCCE and 
some other affected banks have 
been refusing to let customers 
break into time deposits before 
maturity. 




iported 


cars to avoid 


iJsfc duties 


WARSAW, Poland (AP) — Resourceful entrepreneurs in Poland’s 
booming used car business have come up with a new way to increase 
their profit margin: Importing the cars in pieces. 

At one crossing on the Polish-German border, 21 of the 78 vehicles 
imported on July 1 were dismantled, and the proportion was about 
the same the next day, the Polish PAP news agency reported. 

Car parts, including those from dismantled used cars, are subject 
to an import duty of 3.5 per cent, compared with 10 per cent duty on 
cars less than four years old, or a minimum of $800, and 40 per cent, 
or a minimum of $1,300, for older vehicles. PAP said. 

Customs officers have called for ban on importing corroded vehicle 
bodies more than 10 years old as the easiest way to close the 
regulatory loophole, the agency said. 


Y.W.C.A.— Amman 


Aerobics Ir Callanetics 

Mrs. Maria Cyrfile Lopei will be giving 
courses during the mornings covering Aerobics 
and Callanetics. 

For further information kindly call the Y.W.CA 
tel. nos. 641793 or 655475. 


Furnished Villa For Rent 

Um Utheina area. 2 stories, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths. 
Fully equipped kitchen. Maid room & bath, garage, small 
garden, central heating... etc. INTERESTED!! 

Call: 621807 (9:00-12:30) 690342 (2:30-6:00) 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Good location in Shmeisani. Complete privacy. One storey 
building, area 320 m 2 (3440 ft 2 ). Wall to wall carpets, built-in 
closets, wall paper, central heating, telephone, parking and 
garden. 

Furnishing possible and negotiable. 

Interested expatriates pis call landlord at 
09-911211 ext 2805 Zarqa between 5 and 9 p.m. 


FOIt RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment 

First floor, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, central heating 
and telephone. 

Location: Um Uthaina, between 4th and 5th Circles. 

Pis call <617217 or 841838) 


. INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for. 
Western Asia (UNESCWA) invites packing, handling and ship- 
ping transportation of staff household effects, office furniture and 
equipment and computer-equipment and accessories from 
Baghdad. Iraq to Amman, Jordan* to contact the General 
Services Section, Room 135, Plaza Hotel, tel. 674111, not later 
man 12:00 noon, Wednesday 24 July, 1991. 

Copies of the tender can be obtained from the General Services 
Section between 10:00 and 14:00 hours on Sunday, 24 July 
1991. 


Deluxe Furnished Ground Floor Villa 
For Rent 

Comprises three bedrooms, office-room with separate entrance, 
spacious salon and dining area, with access to own terrace, fully 
equipped kitchen (washing machine, dishwasher), 2 bathrooms, 
own central heating, intercom, telephone and garden. 
Location, Al Mansour District-University of Jordan Professors' 
Housing) behind the University. 

Pis C8ll 845456, 846457 
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leaders killed 

fight for Sri Lankan base 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Fierce fighting raged for the sixth 
day Tuesday around a vital army 
base in northern Sri Lanka with 
the death toll now 220, military 
sources said. 

Six Tamil rebel leaders were 
among about ISO guerrillas killed 
in the battle around the Elephant 
Pass base, they said. Forty sol' 
diets have beeri killed and about 
100 wounded. 

The camps has been under siege 
since last Wednesday by the Li- 
be ratio n Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) who are fighting for an 
independent homeland for Sri 
Lanka's Tamil minority. 

Elephant Pass links the Jaffna 
peninsula, the rebel stronghold, 
with the rest of Sri Lanka. 

About 1 ,000 soldiers who land- 
ed on a beach at Chundifculam 12 
kilometres away Sunday night 
were meeting heavy resistance as 
they fought their way slowly to- 
wards the camp with air support. 

Military sources would not say 
how far the landing force was 
from the camp. 

Major Genera] Denzil Kobbe- 
kaduwa. northern division com- 
mander, said “intensive fighting" 
was continuing between the land- 
ing force and the rebels. 

Gen. Kobbekaduwa said he - 
had been at the front Monday 
night and added: 'The troops 
were advancing slowly. They des- 


troyed a number of enemy vehi- 
cles and recovered a large quanti- 
ty of weapons. 

' We are in no burry to go to 
the camp. Our main aim is to 
draw out the enemy and destroy 
them,” Gen. Kobbekaduwa told 
Reuters by telephone. 

He said the rebels had brought 
in reinforcements from Mannar 
district in the northwest, despite a 
curfew imposed on almost the 
entire northern province. 

Gen. Kobbekaduwa said 30 to 
40 rebels were killed in battles 
with the landing force. Ten sol- 
diers died Monday and six were 
foiled during the landing. 

Four Tamil rebel area leaders 
named Lovell, Kutty, Rajan and 
Jegan were among those killed.be 
said. 

The rest of the casualties came 
in the fighting around the army 
base. About 800 soldiers inside 
the camp are under attack from 
rebel bunkers only about 200 
metres away. 

Two area rebel leaders. Palaraj 
and Deva. had been killed near 
Che base. 

The rebels began pounding the 
camp last Wednesday with mor- 
tars, rocket-propelled grenades 
and small arms. They tried to ram 
the camp defences on four occa- 
sions with bulldozers packed with 
explosives. 

The soldiers retaliated with 


artillery and machinegun fire, 
backed by air force planes and 
helicopters. 

Gen. Kobbekaduwa said fight- 
ing around the base had eased in 
the past two days but the battle 
between the landing force and the 
rebels was raging only a few miles 
away. 

Military sources declined to say 
how far the troops were from the 
camp. 

Reports of the fighting and 
casualty figures could not be veri- 
fied with the rebels of indepen- 
dent sources. 

Rebel fire has so far prevented 
helicopters from landing at the 
base to evacuate the wounded. 
About 10 of tbe 60 wounded 
soldiers in the camp are reported 
to be in. serious condition. 

Gen. Kobbekaduwa said sol- 
diers in the camp had enough 
food to last several days. 

Meanwhile, Tamil rebel leaders 
said Tuesday their soldiers had 
entered the besieged base after 
the fiercest battle with govern- 
ment troops 

Lawrence Thilaker, a rebel 
spokesman, said in a telephone 
call to the Associated Press that 
at least 100 soldiers had been 
killed. 

"Comparatively, our losses are 
light. We have lost 20 dead and 
less than 30 wounded,” he said, 
speaking from a rebel office in 


Paris. 

Mr. Thilaker said rebels en- 
tered the camp after fierce hand- 
to-hand fighting Monday night. 
He said also an amphibious land- 
ing by government reinforce- 
ments Sunday night was beaten 
back. 

Military officials said the rein- 
forcements had secured a beach- 
head east of Elephant Pass and 
were moving toward the besieged 
camp. 

“We are facing heavy resist- 
ance and a hostile terrain,” said 
one officer, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. “But we are 
moving.” 

At least 1,000 soldiers are be- 
sieged at Elephant Pass, the 
closest government military in- 
stallation to the rebel headquar- 
ters in Jaffna. The army also said 
that the battle for the camp was 
the fiercest in the civil war. 

Mr. Thilaker said the assault 
on Elephant Pass was the begin- 
ning of a major rebel offensive. 

“We are intensifying our 
armed resistance against the Sri 
Lankan occupationary forces in 
order to defend our homeland," 
he said. “This will also put press- 
ure on the Sri Lankan govern- 
ment to recognise our people's 
inalienable right to self- 
determination and solve this 
problem through peaceful nego- 
tiations.” 


Cambodian factions start Peking talks 


PEKING (AP) — Cambodia’s 
four warring factions opened 
talks here Tuesday in an effort to 
advance a U-N. peace plan stal- 
led by differences over how sol- 
diers should be dsmoWHyu-.' 1 

But resistance lead*: 
Norodorr. Sihanouk. Smt -y! dte 
meeting, said the deleg^cn^ led 
bv Cambodian Prime 

Sen and t t\r. ’eajt • «-? .* • • 
three opposition groups were not 
expected lo delve deeply into the 
disputes blocking the proposed 
settlement. 

Prince Sihanouk, who lives in 
-Peking, said key issues during the 
two-day meeting would be how to 
monitor a ceasefire of the 
12-year civil conflict and the 
cutoff of arms supplies from fore- 
ign countries. During peace talks 
held in Thailand in June, the four 
factions generally agreed on 
those two points but remained 
divided on specifics. 

Prince Sihanouk expected the 


Peking talks to lead to an agree- 
ment on who will accompany him 
to represent Cambodia at the 
U.N. General Assembly in 
September. Those representa- 
‘’■"’r. ^Iso will .;.rep..ic for form 
pciCc ncgoltvtfon ; in “sneyck in 
August, he s-tid- 

The war [n Camboda hr.* raced 
Vi.;v,.ini :"•-%! Li’d rift or-c-’v 
:ii i?* t, ch: -•mg ;.a: »h-.* 
Communist Khmer Rouge and 
replacing it with the current Com- 
munist government. 

The Khmer Rouge dominates 
the guerrilla coalition that also 
includes the non-Communist 
forces of Prince Sihanouk and the 
Khmer People’s National Libera- 
tion Front. 

The Khmer Rouge, led by Pol 
Pot. ruled Cambodia from 1975- 
1978, daring that time, more than 
one million of the country’s 8 
million people died from Khmer 
Rouge executions, famine and 
civil unrest. 


Winnie Mandela wins 
leave to appeal conviction 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Win- 
nie Mandela Tuesday won the 
right to appeal against her convic- 
tion and six year jail sentence for 
kidnapping and being an acces- 
sory to assault. 

Mrs. Mandela and her hus- 
band, African National Congress 
(ANC) President Nelson Mande- 
la, broke into broad smiles in 
Johannesburg’s Rand Supreme 
Court when Judge M.S. Steg- 
mann allowed an application by 
Mrs. Mandela and two others. 

Mrs. Mandela’s lawyer, 
George Bizos. said it could be 18. 
months before the appeal was 
heard in the appeal court. 

Judge Stegmann, who con- 
victed her on May 13. said: “The 
reasoning that brought certainty 
to my mind is open to substantial 
criticism ... I consider that leave 
to appeal must certainly be 
given." 

He also granted leave to appeal 
“against the severity of the sent- 
ence.” 

Judge Stegmann. calling Mis. 
Mandela, 57, an “unblushing 
liar,” sentenced her to five years 
for kidnapping and one year for 
being an accessory after the fact 
after four black youths had been 
abducted by her followers and 
then assaulted at her Soweto 
township home in December 
1988. 

He jailed her co-accused, 
housekeeper Xoliswa Falati, for 
six years and gave her driver, 
John Morgan, a one year sent- 
ence suspended for five years for 
his. part in the kidnapping. The 
three were freed on bail pending 
their appeal application. 

Stare prosecutors opposed 
Mrs. Mandela's application for 
leave to appeal against convic- 
tion, saying there was no reason-, 
able prospect of a higher court 
overturning Judge Stegmann’s 
judgment. 

Judge Stegmann said that, 
based on the parts of tbe evidence 
be had believed and his know- 
ledge of human nature, he was 
satisfied that he had drawn cor- 
rect inferences. 

Mr. Bizos contended that 
Judge Stegmann had drawn infer- 
ences that were speculative and 
based on disputed facts and 
assumptions and had misdirected 
tumself repeatedly in his judg- 
ment. 



Winnie Mandeb 


Judge Stegmann disagreed, 
saying that although he believed 
he had made no mistakes: "1 have 
no difficulty in appreciating that 
another court, bringing fresh 
minds to bear on the care, might 
be persuaded that there was a 
reasonable doubt as to the guilt of 
the three." 

Mrs. Mandela was elected to 
the ANC*s policy-making Nation- 
al Executive Committee two 
weeks ago despite a steady fall in 
her popularity among anti- 
apartheid activists since the case 
began. 

She and her co-accused were 
convicted of abducting the activ- 
ists from a church hostel in Sowe- 
to to persuade them to testify to 
church leaders on the alleged 
homosexual misconduct of the 
white minister in charge there. 

The four were taken to rooms 
behind Mrs. Mandela’s house 
where they were brutally beaten, 
'kicked and whipped. 

One yourh, 14-year-old Stom- 
pie Seipei. died and Mrs. Mande- 
la’s chief bodyguard was sent- 
enced last year to hang for his 
murder. 

Judge Stegmann said in May 
that although Mrs. Mandela was 
not present at the time of the 
crimes, she made herself guilty of 
kidnapping by plotting it in adv- 
ance with Mr. Falati and Mr. 
Morgan and of being an accessory' 
to the assaults because she did 
nothing to report them. 

On Tuesday, repeating parts of 
his judgment, he said he had 
reached a finding of guilty mainly 
by drawing inferences from cir- 
cumstantial evidence and had re- 
lied little on direct testimony of 
two of the activists, which ’ 
unreliable. 


was 


Recent fighting has displaced 
more than 50O.OCW Cambodians, 
ieaving many hungry and homeless 
in one of the world’s poorest 
countries. Relief agencies in June 
recorttcl that 330.000 Cambo- 
ri.'irs are in refugee camps in 
Ttiailend and 180.000 Cambo- 
dians ir. in government refugee 

? rir.ee Sihanouk said the 
Cambodian leaders would discuss 
Mr. Hun Sen's objections to the 
U.N. -brokered peace plan at the 
meeting. The opposition groups 
support the plan. 

"But we are not going to solve 
immediately that very important 
and complicated problem of the 
peace plan draft,” Prince Siha- 
nouk told reporters Monday. 
“That wifi be the problem to be 
solved in Bangkok in the second 
half of August." 

The U.N. plan calls for a moni- 
tored trace, the demobilisation of 
the four factions, a U.N. 
peacekeeping force and extensive 
U.N. involvement in running 
Cambodia before U.N.- 
mon stored elections. 


5 reported 
dead in 
Azerbaijan 
clashes 


Angola 

announces 

general 

amnesty 


LUANDA (R) — The Angolan 
government has announced a 
general amnesty under which 
thousands of its opponents jailed 
during a 16-year civil war could 
be freed. 

The amnesty, which takes 
effect immediately, covers all 
crimes against state security up to 
May 31, the date on which peace 
accords to end the civil war were 
signed in Lisbon. 

The amnesty law, approved by 
the Permanent Commission of 
the People’s Assembly Friday 
and made public Monday, also 
provides for the release of com- 
mon criminals convicted of minor 
crimes and reduces the prison 
terras of other criminals by one- 
eighth. 

Simultaneously. President Jose 
Eduardo Dos Santos issued a 
presidential decree commuting 
the death penalty for all crimes 
except internal sedition commit- 
ted up to May 31. 

In practice, the government 
has not carried out the death 
penalty for some years and last 
December's party congress voted 
for the abolition of capital 
punishment. But the decree stops 
short of outright abolition. 

Thousands of prisoners of con- 
science are likely to benefit from 
the amnesty, in particular those 
detained or convicted for dissent 
against the government during 
the civil war, when any such 
action was interpreted as an 
enemy act. 

Delegates of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(1CRC) visited prisoners of war 
in the headquarters of the former 
rebel movement in Jamba Mon- 
ti ay after going to the 
government-run prison of Sao 
Paulo in Luanda Saturday. 

The Red Cross has still to 
interview several hundred prison- 
ers whose release was provided 
for under tbe terms of the peace 
.accord and is liaising with the joint 
peace commissions in Luanda lo 
determine the logistics of the 
release. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Five 
people were kiJied and 30 wound- 
ed in dashes between Azerbai- 
jani troops and Armenian villages 
Monday, news reports said. 

Dozens have died in recent 
weeks in the bitter dispute be- 
tween Azerbaijan and Armenia 
over Nagorno-Karabakh, an en- 
clave in Azerbaijan mostly inha- 
bited by Armenians. 

Armenia’s Acting Interior 
Minister, Ashot Manucharian, 
said Monday’s fighting occurred 
near the village of Erkech and 
that two residents and three 
Azerbaijani soldiers were killed, 
according to the Interfax News 
Agency. 

Officials reported 30 people 
injured. 

The Armenian legislature 
Monday approved a resolution 
calling for negotiations with 
Azerbaijan over the territory, the 
Soviet news agency. TASS. said. 
No immediate word came from 
Azerbaijan. 

Armenian officials said Mon- 
day that Armenians in the Azer- 
baijani villages of Buzluk and 
Manashid, south of the Nagorno- 
Karabakh region, were driven 
from their homes over the 
weekend, the government news- 
paper Izvestia reported. 

Interfax reported Saturday that 
armed units backed by helicop- 
ters and armoured vehicles 
attacked the villages and ordered 
all ethnic Armenians to leave. 
Most fled Into nearby woods, 
reports said. 

Soviet and Azerbaijani security 
forces denied any involvement in 
the attack, according to a news 
release from the Armenian repre- 
sentation in Moscow. 

More than 800 people have 
been killed since February 1988 
in a row between the two trans- 
Caucasian republics over the en- 
clave. 

The latest incident follows re- 
ports from Yerevan of a troop 
build-up around the two villages 


Roh opposes contacts between 
North-South Korean parties 


SEOUL (Agencies) — South Ko- 
rean President Roh Tae-Woo re- 
jected Tuesday a call by an 
opposition leader for individual 
contacts between North and 
South Korean political patty 
leaden, a presidential aide said. 

"It is not appropriate to raise 
the issue of (South Korean) poli- 
tical party leaders' visits to the 
North at this time as the exchange 
between North and South Korean 
parties and politicians is a very 
sensitive issue," Mr. Roh was 
quoted as telling New Democra- 
tic Party (NDP) leader Kim Dae- 
Jung in a meeting. 

Mr. Roh, who heads the ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party (DLP). 
met Mr. Kim at the presidential 
blue house to brief the opposition 
leader on his recent trip to the 
United States and Canada and to 
discuss domestic political issues, 
the aide said. 

Mr. Kim has said political par- 
ties in the North and South 
should be allowed to have inde- 
pendent contact to speed up 
reunification of the divided 
peninsula. 

Seoul insists reunification of 
the two Koreas, technically at 
war since the 1950-53 Korean 
conflict, be discussed only at a 
government level. 

Mr. Roh asked Mr. Kim to 
accompany him to New Yock in 
September when he is due to 
speak to the United Nations 
General Assembly on South 
Korea's entry to the world body, 
the aide said. 

Mr. Kim accepted “personal- 
ly” and said he would make a 
final decision after consulting 


party members, the aide said. 

On Saturday. South Korean 
parliamentarians voted unani- 
mously to join the United Na- 
tions and the government said it 
would apply for U.N. mem- 
bership in early August. 

North Korea, ending decades 
of insistence that the two Koreas 
share one seat, submitted its ap- 
plication to the U.N. earlier this 
month. 

Mr. Roh is due to address the 
United Nations on Sept. 24. 

Meanwhile the Foreign Minis- 
try said Tuesday. North Korea 
has withdrawn its demand that 
nuclear arms be removed from 
rival South Korea and is ready to 
initial an agreement allowing in- 
ternational inspections of its nuc- 
lear facilities. 

North Korean officials, meet- 
ing with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vien- 
na, had pressed for the removal 
of nuclear weapons from the 
South as a pre-condition for in- 
itiating the safeguards accords 
which allow inspections. 

South Korea and the United 
States criticised the demand as an 
attempt to bargain and said 
agreements for nuclear inspec- 
tions were non-negotiable. 

A senior ministry official, re- 
questing anonymity in keeping 
with official practice, said North 
Korean officials would initial the 
agreement for inspections within 
a day. A formal agreement was to 
be signed in September, he said. 

North Korea joined the nudear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty in J985 
but failed to sign a mandatory 
safeguards accord. It said it 



Roh Tae-Woo 


would sign only when U.S- nuc- 
lear weapons allegedly kept in the 
South also were opened to in- 
spection. 

As a matter of policy, the 
United States has neither con- 
firmed nor denied the presence of 
any nudear weapons in South 
Korea. 

Earlier this month. South Ko- 
rean Defence Minister Lee Jong- 
Koo told parliament that South 
Korea would allow outside in- 
spection of its military facilities if 
the North scrapped nudear arms 
development. 

He did not clarify whether the 
proposed inspection would cover 
U.S. military facilities in South 
Korea. The United States de- 
ploys 43,000 troops in the South 
under a mutual defence pact. 


Residents of flooded regions in 
China try to return to normal life 


HU SHU TOWN. China (AP) — 
Peasants in areas devastated by 
floods spread their rain- 
soaked grain to dry Tuesday as 
flood waters retreated under a 
hot sun. 

"The water was up over the 
bridge.'' said Sun Daqing, a local 
official, looking out over the 
muddy rushing waters of the 
Qinhuai River, now 2 metres 
below the bridge. 

He pointed out roads and fields 
that have re-emerged in the past 
few days as the Qinhuai receded. 

Swelled by weeks of rain, the 
river overflowed its banks last 


week and flooded more than 300 
homes and 95 per cent of the 
farmland in this small town south 
of Nanking in the Yangtze River 
Valley. 


The entire Yangtze Valley was 
battered by storms from mid-May 
until last Thursday, They claimed 
more than 1,000 lives and caused 
18 billion yuan ($3.4 billion) in 
damage to industry and agricul- 
ture. 

Nearly 600 people have died 
from storms elsewhere in the 
country during the past two 
weeks. 


Tbe water levels of lakes 'and 
rivers throughout the region were 
falling Tuesday, tbe fifth consecu- 
tive day without heavy rain, and 
residents began trying to resume 
their normal lives. 

However, authorities remained 
on alert, worried that earthen 
embankments might give way and 
allow the flooded waterways to 
inundate villages and towns 
again. 

Concern was focused on two 
areas in Jiangsu province, the 
Lixia River area in northern 
Jiangsu and Taihu Lake, which is 
near several large cities. 


Washington 
reportedly 
to give up 
Clark 
Air Base 


MANILA (AP) — U.S. sources 
said Tuesday that Washington 
has decided to give up Clark Air 
Base and that talks with the 
Philippines were now focusing on 
the future of the Subic Bay Naval 
Base. 

U.S. and Filipino negotiators 
opened talks Tuesday on the fu- 
ture of the two bases which were 
heavily damaged by Mount Pina- 
tubo's eruptions last month. 
Chief U.S. negotiator Richard 
Armitage said he was pessimistic 
about the future of Clark. 

Philippine negotiator Raul 
Manglapus told reporters the 
Americans had decided to give up 
Clark and that the talks were now 
focusing exclusively on the Subic 
Bay Naval Base. 

A press briefing scheduled 
after talks opened was cancelled, 
and there was no official word on 
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details of the discussions. 

Bui Foreign Secretary Mangla- 
pus, head of the Philippine panel, 
told reporters: "We have been 
advised that they are no longer 
interested in Clark, so we’re only 
talking now about Subic." 

U.S. officials speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity said Mr. 
Armitage had presented lo Mr. 
Manglapus tbe recommendation 
of the commander of (he U.S. 
forces in the Pacific. Adm. 
Charles Larson, to give up Clark 


because of the destruction there. 

The president of the Philippine 
Senate, Jovito Salonga, said the 
Americans offered $20 3 million 


annually to keep Subk. 

The lease on the bases expires 
on Sept. 16, and the United Sl- 
ates had offered S360 million 
annually before Mount Pinatubo 


began erupting last month. The 
Philippines had demanded S825 
million a year for a seven-year 
stay. 


Japan-EC meeting to mark start of closer ties 


THE HAGUE (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu 
meets European Community (EC) 
leaders in the Hague Thursday, 
an unprecedented encounter in- 
tended to mark the start of closer 
political and economic ties be- 
tween Japan and the 12-nation 
EC. 

High on the agenda of the first 
meeting between a Japanese pre- 
mier and tbe EC is a cooperation 
declaration the two sides hope to 
adopt 

It would make their meeting an 
annual affair, open the way to 
more consultations on foreign 
affairs and provide a framework to 
work out economic problems be- 
tween them. 

The declaration, similar to 
cooperation agreements reached 
between the European Commun- 
ity and the United States and 
Canada last year, is aimed at 
raising Japan’s profile in world 
affairs and allaying its sense of 
political isolation. 

But after months of wrangling 
it was unclear just days before the 
meeting whether the two sides 


would agree on wording in time ro 
adopt the declaration during Mr. 
Kaifu’s visit. 

The heart of the matter is 
Japan's huge trade surplus with 
the community and the EC's con- 
viction Japan must do more to 
improve access to its markets. 


under discussion in the past 
week, according to an official 
familiar with the talks. 


Japan's trade surplus with the 
EC grew 50 per cent in the first 
six months of 1991, compared 
with the same period a year ago. 
to $18.5 billion. 

Japanese investment in the EC 
is 17 times larger than community 
investments in Japan. 

France . has led a community 
drive to include wording in the 
declaration for a "balance of be- 
nefits" to allow more open access 
to what it views as the protected 
Japanese market. 


Both sides are optimistic word- 
ing can be resolved in time for 
Mr. Kaifii's meetings with Euro- 
pean Commission President Jac- 
ques Delors and Dutch Prime 
Minister Ruud Lubbers, whose 
country holds the potating EC 
presidency. 

Mr. Kaifu will be accompanied 
during his two-day visit by Fore- 
ign Minister Taro Nakayama, 
who will hold separate talks with 
Dutch Foreign Minister Hans 
Van Den Broek and EC Commis- 
sioner for External Affairs Frans 
Andriessen. 


Japan has rejected this, saying 
it would mean restricting its own 
trade with the EC and proposed 
allowing for "equitable access” 
— acceptable wording to all but 
the French. 

A new proposal, calling for 
“comparable access” has been 


Bickering over phrasing on 
economic ties has obscured the 
wider scope of the declaration, 
which also calls for dose coor- 
dination on world affairs, scien- 
tific and educational exchange 
and joint efforts to protect the 
environment. 

“TTte Elrropean Community is 
now establishing itself as a power 
in the political sense. We want to 


have doser consultations with 
that kind of EC," said a Japanese 
official involved in the talks. 

"The kind of consultation that 
now goes on between tbe EC and 
the United States should also 
occur between the EC and Japan. 
Right now relations are too nar- 
row," he said.- 

Tbe two sides are also at odds 
over who should take part in 
annual talks on outstanding diffi- 
culties. 

Japan says EC insistence that 
the declaration call for relevant 
ministers other than the prime 
minister and foreign minister to 
take part would upset tbe tradi- 
tional power balance in the 
Japanese cabinet. 

"We don’t exdude the parti- 
cipation of other ministers as 
necessary but we are requesting 
that it not be written into the 
declaration.” said the Japanese 
official. 

Sceptics in the EC view the 
Japanese stance as a ploy to avoid 
directly responding to economic 
problems by not having the -re- 
levant minister present. 



U.S. refuses 
to revise 1990 census 


WASHINGTON 
merce Secretary 
bacher has refused 
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statistical revision of the 1990./^ 


to order a 








U-S. census to account for some 
five million people who were 
missed by head counters. *T have 
decided the 1990 census should 
not be changed by statistical, 
adjustment.” Mr. Mosbacher 
said at a news conference. He- 
said he studied the arguments for . ,[■ 
revising the census figures but ' 
ultimately found these arguments-. - 
“unconvincing.’' Big cities and-'f^' 
areas with large Hispanic popula- " • T 
tions wanted a statistical adjust ?-]. ' 
ment. claiming thousands of . r". - 
b lacks. Hispanics and homeless 
people were missed last year. Mr. • 
Mosbacher's announcement has - 
major political and financial i''J, 
effects, since the census deter- 
mines the number of congressiem- m S*_ 
al members in each state and how • 

$45 billion in annual federal aid is ■<“ ‘ 
divided among the 50 states. . 
There never has been a revision ' -St’ 
the 200 years of the census . 


in 


which the U.S. constitution re- 
quires every 10 years.' The 1990 ' .»!* 
U.S. resident census, excluding ^ 
military personnel, overseas, ; V 
counted nearly 249 million peo- 
pie. but the census bureau con- . '.s. 
ceded earlier that based , on a . 
post-census survey it. - under- ^ * 
counted over five million people. ■ 


Unique setofgtilf 
clubs sells for 
record price 


LONDON (R) — A set of 23^ golf 
clubs each used by a British open 
champion sold for a record 
£627,000 ($1.04 million). Au- 
ctioneers Sotheby’s said the 
woods and irons belonging to 
winners between I860 and 1930 
went to an unnamed British com- 
pany. Tbe collection was built up 
over a century by Willie Auchter- 
lonie, who won the open in !89i, 
and his son Laurie while they 
were professionals and clubmak- 
ers at the Royal arid Ancient 
Club of St Andrews in Scotland. 
They simply asked each winner 
for one of his clubs. They range 
from a long-nosed driver used by 
Willie Park, winner of the first 
open in I860, to a hickory-shafted 
putter used by Bobby Jones, who 
won three times between 1926 
and 1930. “It’s a record price for 
any sporting item sold at auc- 
tion," a Sotheby’s spokeswoman 
said. "It is an incredible price but 
how can you put a value on- 
history?” Sotheby’s spokesman 
Chris Proudlove asked. "We will 
only sell something like this 
once.” Mr. Proudlove said the 
buyer, who bid by telephone, had 
indicated the collection would 
eventually go on public display. 




All-day drinking 
has not affected 
U.K. consumption 


LONDON (R) — A controver- 
sial change in 1988 allowing Bri- ^ 
tain’s pubs to stay open ail day 
has not caused people to drink C 
more, a government survey has . '• ' 
found. In a restriction introduced . ‘ 
during World War I to keep .'4 
workers sober for the war effort, 
pubs had been forced for 70 years 
to close between 3 p.m. and 530 - 

p.m. Polls taken when the law ' ' 

was changed showed half of those _■ 

questioned believed a relaxation 
of closing hours would lead to ' 
more crime and alcohol abuse. 

But the government survey, 
taken in the autumn of 1989 but 
not published until Monday,' ’ 
found the fears unjustified. “In 
1989 the average weekly amount 
drunk was about nine standard 
units (4.5 pints, or 2.5 Btres, of ’ 
beer or the equivalent alcohol 
content in other types of drink) 

— the same as in 1987,” the . 
report by the census office said.lt “ '• 
aiso found that men drank three ---> 
times as much as women oa ■ 
average and that 23 per cent of^. J 
men and eight per cent of women ^ j 
drank more than the recom-. - _i 
mcnded government limit; ' . 


Milkman saves 
kidnapped woman 


LONDON <R) 

property developer who turned _ • 
the plot of his unswxessfuf ^me ■ ^ 
novefe mto feet by kidnappHiig a; 7 ^' - 

dnlfaonaire s wife for • 

w^2 E t rS ‘ John Waningttm iriedr 

debts of £755,000 (S1J2S million) 5 '.V 
%lL pai>lisher * Ejected hik : _•:> 
. 0QU F t ' 

plots ^to a real-fifc^cheipe^Tr ^ 
^ ^ housewife m^y:% 

«.i.^ and demahttedv. ^ 
($825,000) rabsonifirimr:.^' 

jjfe? Mre-'.Si 

“hurt from a room a*tef . fiveC ) ^ 
“ays captivity ih^braary.^ v^" 







